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The personality of this month is Chess Prodigy Gukesh D. We have articles on artist Ramnath Goenka,
Social reformers Govind Ranade, Ahilyabhai Holkar and Scientist Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar. In Tamil
section we have articles on author Vittal Rao, Visakam Thirunal Rama Varman.

Wish you happy reading.

l GRANDMASTER GUKESH D l

Indian GM Gukesh Dommaraju is a
chess prodigy, the second-youngest
grandmaster in history, and became
the challenger to the 2024 FIDE
World Championship on April 21,
2024 by winning the 2024 FIDE
Candidates Tournament with a score
of 9/14. He is the youngest-ever
Candidates winner (age 17) and will be the youngest
challenger for the championship in history (age 18).
A win in the World Championship against GM Ding
Liren would make Gukesh by far the youngest
classical world champion ever.

Gukesh is one of India's brightest chess talents. He
earned the GM title at 12 years, 7 months and 17
days of age—narrowly missing GM Sergey
Karjakin's record by 17 days. In July 2022, he
achieved a live rating of 2700, the fourth-youngest
player to ever do so. In September 2023, he was
ranked eighth in the world and first in
India—ending GM Viswanathan Anand's 37-year
reign as India's top-rated player.

Winner of the 2023 FIDE Circuit, Gukesh earned his
way into the 2024 Candidates Tournament, making
him one of the youngest players ever in that stepping
stone event to the world championship.

Gukesh learned to play chess when he was seven
years old. Gukesh, who hails from Chennai, was

introduced to chess by his school, which is part of the
Velammal group of schools across Chennai
responsible for talents like GMs Murali
Karthikeyan, Aravindh Chithambaram and, most
famously, Praggnanandhaa R. Gukesh's first coach
at the school, Mr. Bhaskar, helped the youngster
become a FIDE-rated player within six months of
learning the game.

Two years later, Gukesh found success at the
international level. At the 2015 Asian School Chess
Championships, he won the under-9 section and also
earned the candidate master (CM) title. Gukesh
topped his first major win with plenty of success in
2018. At the Asian Youth Chess Championships, he
won five gold medals: under-12 individual classical,
under-12 individual rapid and blitz, and under-12
team rapid and blitz. Even more important in the
same year, Gukesh captured the under-12 title
at the World Youth Championships with 10/11
points.

Around this time, Gukesh was busy fulfilling IM
norms as an 11-year-old. The first came at the First
Friday tournament in Puchong, Malaysia, in
October. Gukesh's second IM norm was at the
Moscow Open in 2018. Finally, Gukesh gained his
third and final IM norm on March 10, 2018, by
scoring 7/9 at the Cappelle la Grande Open. He

Success is no accident. It is hard work, perseverance, learning, studying,
sacrifice and most of all, love of what you are doing or learning to do.
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became an international master at 11 years, nine
months and nine days old.

In April 2018, after winning the Asian under-12
youth title, he earned his first GM norm at the
Bangkok Open. Good luck was on the prodigy's side,
as Gukesh beat GM Nigel Short in the tournament .

On January 15, 2019, Gukesh became the second-
youngest chess grandmaster in history by scoring
his third GM norm at the 17th Delhi International
Grandmaster Open. He was 12 years, 7 months and
17 days old at the time, which means he missed
Karjakin's record by just 17 days.

Gukesh has fared well in tournaments following his
historic accomplishment as the second-youngest
grandmaster of all time.

Gukesh won team bronze and individual gold at the
2022 FIDE Chess Olympiad. His individual score of
nine points out of 11 was good for a 2867 performance
rating on board one.

Gukesh's strong junior career continued in 2023
with a victory in the Junior Speed Chess
Championship. In the eight-player knockout event,
he defeated IM Emin Ohanyan, GM Pranav V, and
GM Raunak Sadhwani to claim the crown. In July,
he crossed the 2750 FIDE rating barrier, the
youngest player ever to do so. He won the Chennai

Masters in December, putting him in line to reach
the 2024 Candidates Tournament.

Gukesh entered the Candidates Tournament, which
began on April 4, 2024, as one of the underdogs. After
round five, however, he was tied for first place. Aloss
to GM Alireza Firouzja in the seventh round turned
out to be a mere bump in the road, although, by
round 11, Gukesh had still yet to regain a share of
first place. That changed with two straight victories
in rounds 12 and 13 over GM Nijat Abasov and then
in the rematch against Firouzja.

With the black pieces, Gukesh ended up never facing
any real danger and guided the game to a draw.
When Caruana offered Nepomniachtchi a draw after
his 109th move, Gukesh was officially the world
championship challenger. Now Ding Liren awaits.

All the factors for success have been there for
Gukesh. He comes from a widely respected school in
India (the Velammal School). He has top-class
coaching from Prasanna. And his father, an ENT
surgeon, has made and continues to make career
sacrifices to accompany his son to tournaments.

Gukesh continues to be a sensational chess talent.
After becoming the second-youngest grandmaster
ever, he has remained focused on taking the next
steps in his chess career, and is now one event away
from becoming world champion.

RAMNATH GOENKA

Ramnath Goenka was born on 3rd
April 1904 in Darbhanga, Bihar. At
a young age, he was sent to Madras
to work with his maternal uncle.
Thereafter he took a job as a
dispatch vendor for the Free Press
Journal.

In the 1930s Goenka was associated
with Gandhi and the Indian freedom struggle. In
1934, at the age of 30, inspired by Gandhi's call for a
national newspaper, he acquired shares in the
Indian Express and two years later obtained
complete control of the newspaper.

The Indian Express became a voice against British
rule and went on to become the largest English
national daily. As a response to the Quit India
movement and British India's gag order on the press,
the Indian Express ran a piece 'Heart strings and
Purse strings' where Goenka announced the
shutdown of the newspaper.

Goenka was elected to the Assembly from Madras on
a Congress party ticket. He did not actively
participate in the proceedings of the Assembly,
although he did make an important intervention
relating to the taxation of newspapers.

Goenka continued heading the Indian Express after
Independence. A day after the emergency was
imposed, the paper published two blank columns in
its front page as a mark of protest. It went on to
successfully challenge the pre-censorship order of
the Indira Gandhi in 1976. Thereafter, it was critical
in bringing to light the impact of the emergency on
institutions and public life.

The Ramnath Goenka Memorial Foundation
presents annual Ramnath Goenka Excellence in
Journalism Awards. These Awards recognise
outstanding journalistic contributions and are
considered prestigious in the journalism community.
Ramnath Goenka died on 5th October 1991 in
Mumbai.

( Dream big, stay positive, work hard, and enjoy the journey. )
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[ AHILYABAI HOLKAR |

Ahilyabai Holkar was born on 31
May 1725. She was the Rani of
Indore, within the Maratha
Confederacy. She established
| Maheshwar in Madhya Pradesh as
the seat of the Holkar Dynasty.

After the demise of her husband Khande Rao Holkar
and father-in-law Malhar Rao Holkar, Ahilyabai
herself undertook the affairs of the Holkar dynasty.
She defended the Malwa state against intruders and
personally led armies into battle, with the Tukoji
Rao Holkar as her military commander. She was also
known for the construction of various Hindu
temples and Dharmashalas across the Indian
Subcontinent. She was also known for breaking
traditional gender rules.

She married Khande Rao in 1733. Ahilya
accompanied Khande Rao on many campaigns.
Throughout her married life, she was brought up by
her mother-in-law, Gautama Bai, who is credited
today for the values instilled in Ahilya. She trained
her in administration, accounts, and politics, and
eventually handed over her Khasgi Jagirin 1759.

After the death of her husband, Ahilyabai was
stopped by her father-in-law from committing sati.
After the demise of her husband, she was trained in
military affairs by Malhar Rao Holkar.

Malhar Rao Holkar died in 1766, 12 years after the
death of his son Khande Rao. Malhar Rao's grandson
and Khande Rao's only son Male Rao Holkar became
the ruler of Indore in 1766, under Ahilyabai's
regency, but he too died within few months in April
1767. Ahilyabai became the ruler of Indore after the
death of her son with Khande Rao.

She proceeded to rule Malwa in the most enlightened
manner, Ahilyabai paid regular visits to her
subjects, being always accessible to anyone needing
her help.

Ahilyabai defended her realms from Rajput raids in
the aftermath of the Rajputs defeating the Maratha
army led by Mahadji Scindia at the battle of
Lalsot.

Among Ahilyabai's accomplishments was the
transformation of Indore from a small village to a
prosperous and beautiful city; her own capital,
however, was in the nearby Maheshwar, a town on
the banks of Narmada River. She also commissioned
several infrastructure projects in Malwa, sponsored
festivals and gave donations for regular worship in
many Hindu temples. Outside Malwa, she built
numerous Hindu temples, Ghats, wells, tanks and
rest-houses throughout the Indian subcontinent,
stretching from the Himalayas to pilgrimage centres
in southern India.

The Bharatiya Sanskriti Kosh lists the sites she
embellished as Kashi, Gaya, Somnath, Ayodhya,
Mathura, Haridwar, Kanchi, Avanti, Dwarka,
Badrinath Temple, Rameshwaram and Jagannath
Puri. Ahilyabai also supported the rise of merchants,
farmers and cultivators to levels of affluence and did
not consider that she had any legitimate claim to
their wealth, be it through taxes or feudal right.

Ahilyabai's capital at Maheshwar was the scene of
literary, musical, artistic and industrial enterprise.
She patronized the famous Marathi poet Moropant
and the shahir Anantaphandi from Maharashtra,
and also patronised the Sanskrit scholar, Khushali
Ram. Craftsmen, sculptors and artists received
salaries and honours at her capital and she even
established a textile industry in Maheshwar.

The Holkar family was known for avoiding using
public cash to meet their personal and family
expenses. They possessed their personal funds,
which they had accumulated through their private
property. Ahilyabai inherited personal funds
estimated at sixteen crores rupees at that time.
Ahilyabai donated money from her personal
resources to charity.

Ahilyabai funded the reconstruction of the Kashi
Vishwanath Temple in Varanasi which had been
destroyed in the past and subsequently converted
into a mosque by Aurangzeb in 1669.

The present day structure of Vishnupad temple was
rebuilt by Devi Ahilyabai Holkar, in 1787, on the
banks of the Falgu river.

( There is no substitute for hard work. )




Mahadev Govind Ranade was born
on Januay 18, 1842, in Niphad. He
was one of India's Citpavan
Brahmans of Maharashtra who was
ajudge of the High Court of Bombay,
a noted historian, and an active
participant in social and economic
reform movements.

During his seven years as a judge in Bombay (now
Mumbai), Ranade worked for social reform in the
areas of child marriage, widow remarriage, and
women's rights. After his appointment as instructor
of history at Elphinstone College, Bombay (1866), he
became interested in the history of the Marathas, a
militaristic Hindu ethnic group that established the
independent kingdom of Maharashtra (1674—-1818).

MAHADEV GOVIND RANADE

Social Reformer

The publication of his Rise of the Maratha Power
followed in 1900.

Ranade has been called the father of Indian
economics for urging (unsuccessfully) the British
government to initiate industrialization and state
welfare programs. He was an early member of the
Prarthana Samaj (“Prayer Society”), which sought to
reform the social customs of orthodox Hinduism. He
regularly voiced views on social and economic reform
at the annual sessions of the Indian National Social
Conference, which he founded in 1887. Ranade
inspired many other Indian social reformers, most
notably the educator and legislator Gopal Krishna
Gokhale, who carried on Ranade's reform work
after his death. He died on January 16, 1901 in Pune,
India

SHANTI SWARUP BHATNAGAR

Father of Research Laboratories

| Sir Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar was
an Indian colloid chemist, academic
and scientific administrator. The
first director-general of the Council
of Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR), Bhatnagar is
revered as the Father of Research
Laboratories in India. He was also
the first Chairman of the University Grants
Commission (UGC).

In 1958, to honour his name and legacy, the Indian
Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR)
instituted the Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize for
Science and Technology for scientists who have made
significant contributions in various branches of
science. Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar was born on 21
February, 1894 in the Bhera, Punjab region of
British India. He completed his elementary
education from the Dayanand Anglo-Vedic High
School, Sikandrabad (Bulandshahr). In 1911, he
joined the newly established Dayal Singh College,
Lahore (which was later moved to New Delhi, India.
Bhatnagar) passed the Intermediate Examination of
the Punjab University in 1913 in first class and
joined the Forman Christian College, where he

obtained a BSc in physics in 1916, and an MSc in
chemistryin 1919.

Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar was awarded a
scholarship by the Dayal Singh College Trust to
study abroad, and he left for America. The trustee
permitted him to join the University College London
under chemistry professor Frederick G. Donnan. He
earned his Doctorate in Science in 1921. While in
London, he was supported by the British
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research
with a fellowship.

He then moved to Lahore as a Professor of Physical
Chemistry and Director of University Chemical
Laboratories of the University of the Punjab. This
portion of his career was the most active period of his
life in original scientific work. His research interests
included emulsions, colloids, and industrial
chemistry, but his fundamental contributions were
in the field of magneto-chemistry, the use of
magnetism for the study of chemical reactions. In
1928 he and K.N. Mathur jointly developed the
Bhatnagar-Mathur Magnetic Interference Balance,
which was one of the most sensitive instruments at
the time for measuring magnetic properties. It was
exhibited at the Royal Society Soireein 1931.

Happiness is the real sense of fulfillment that comes from hard work. )
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Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar persistently refused any
personal monetary benefit from his research
fundings, and instead advocated for strengthening
research facilities at the university.

The first industrial research organisation in India
was created as an Industrial Intelligence and
Research Bureau, which came into operation in April
1935 under the Indian Stores Department. In 1943,
the governing body approved the proposal mooted by
Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar to establish five national
laboratories — the National Chemical Laboratory,
the National Physical Laboratory, the Fuel Research
Station, and the Glass and Ceramics Research
Institute. This was the beginning of scientific
laboratories in India.

Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar played a significant part
along with Homi Jehangir Bhabha, Prasanta
Chandra Mahalanobis, Vikram Sarabhai and others
in the building of India's post-independence science
and technology infrastructure and policies. Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru was a proponent of
scientific development, and after India's
independence in 1947, the Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR) was set up under the
chairmanship of Dr. Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar. He
became its first Director-General, and by his works
he is largely remembered for having established
various chemical laboratories in India. He
established a total of twelve national laboratories
such as Central Food Processing Technological
Institute, Mysore, National Chemical Laboratory,
Pune, the National Physical Laboratory, New Delhi,
the National Metallurgical Laboratory,
Jamshedpur, the Central Fuel Institute, Dhanbad,
in addition to numerous other laboratories. While at

CSIR, he mentored a number of young scientists of
the time who were working at the Indian Association
for the Cultivation of Science (IACS). He also served
as Secretary of the Ministry of Education and
Educational Adviser for the government. He played a
role both in the constitution and deliberations of the
Scientific Manpower Committee Report of 1948. His
research contribution in the areas of
magnetochemistry and physical chemistry of
emulsion were widely recognised. He also did
considerable work in applied chemistry. He played
an instrumental role in the establishment of the
National Research Development Corporation
(NRDC) of India, which bridged the gap between
research and development.

Bhatnagar was responsible for the initiation of the
Industrial Research Association movement in the
country. He constituted the one-man Commission in
1951 to negotiate with oil companies for starting
refineries and this ultimately led to the
establishment of many oil refineries in different
parts of the country. He induced many individuals
and organisations to donate liberally for the cause of
science and education. Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar
had won many honours and recognitions.

In independent India, he was the President of the
Indian Chemical Society, National Institute of
Sciences of India and the Indian National Science
Congress. He was awarded the Padma Bhushan by
the Government of India in 1954.

An Indian science award, the Shanti Swarup
Bhatnagar Prize for Science and Technology was
created in his honour. He died of a heart attack on 1
January 1955, at the age of 60. He died on 1 January
1955

EVENTS & HAPPENINGS AT BOTH THE SCHOOLS

[ WORLD EARTH DAY |

In connection with World Earth Day and to create awareness on environmental protection, drawing competition
was conducted on 22April 2024. The students participated in the competition through online.

RS Puram

Ajjanur

( There are no secrets to success. It is the result of preparation, hard work, and learning from failure. )




[ WORLD BOOK DAY |

RS Puram

“A book is the device to ignite
imagination, a dream that we can hold
in our hands, a conversation to
ourselves”.

World Book Day is observed on 23 April
2024. To inculcate the reading habit in
students, various assignments
on “Reading” were sent to the students
as holiday assignment.

Ajjanur

EVENTS & HAPPENINGS AT AJJANUR MATRIC SCHOOL

| SYNERGY |

The SYNERGY meeting — session III was conducted
at Ajjanur campus on 1 April 2024. The meeting was
presided over by the Chairman Shri. B.K.
Krishnaraj Vanavarayar and the correspondent
Shri. Alagiriswamy. The resource person of the day
was Shri. K. Narayanan, CEO, Abirami pumps.
The meeting was attended by the three principals &

14 teachers from BVB, Ajjanur, RS Puram and BVB
Public School. The topic of the session was
“Employability skills for students of high school and
higher secondary”. The teachers synergized to
present their ideas about how to develop the
employability skills in the classroom creatively.

( SUMMER SPORTS COACHING CAMP |

The summer sports coaching camp was organized by
the Physical Education department in the school
playground from 15.04.2024 to 26.04.2024 between
7 am and 10 am. 60 students from class V to VIII
enthusiastically participated in Football, Hockey,

and Fitness training.

The active involvement of the students helped them
to gain knowledge about games and learn different
sports skills.



EVENTS & HAPPENINGS AT CBSE SCHOOL

| MASTER CHEF |

The fireless cooking event was a well-organised and innovative cooking techniques without the use of fire
thoughtfully planned educational activity designed or direct heat. This educational and engaging
exclusively for students of grades 5 to 8, providing activity not only encourages teamwork and
them with an opportunity to learn and practice creativity but also promotes awareness about

environmentally friendly cooking methods

[ MATH MARATHON |

The event, "Math Marathon", for classes 3 and 4 was organised successfully. It featured a quiz consisting of 50
challenging questions. The students participated enthusiastically, showcasing their problem-solving skills and
enhancing their mathematical abilities in a fun and engaging environment.

| SHOW TIME |

Movie time for students on the school campus was a fantastic way to foster camaraderie among classmates. This
fun-filled event allowed students to relax, enjoy, and create lasting memories together, all while staying within
the safe and familiar environment of their school.

( A dream doesn't become reality through magic; It takes sweat, determination and hardwork. )
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( FIRST AID FOR COMMON EMERGENCIES AT SCHOOL |

On April 6th, 2024, an orientation programme was
held for teachers to learn how to administer first aid
to children and adults during emergencies at school
and home.

Dr. Shameer, a renowned medical consultant based
in Vadavalli, Coimbatore was the keynote speaker of
the event. Dr. Shameer, an MBBS graduate from
Calicut, Kerala, has more than 15 years of
experience in the medical field. He is highly
regarded for his precise diagnosis and effective
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treatment methods. Currently, he is associated with
Aroghya Nursing Home located in Vadavalli.

Dr. Shameer conducted a comprehensive session
for about one and a half hours on various first-aid
methods and techniques for handling children
during emergencies. The session focused on raising
awareness about how to handle children when they
are wounded, fainting, have fractured limbs, insect
bites, burns, seizures, dislocations, choking, or
depression. As Dr Shameer is an expert in Basic
Lifesaving techniques and Giving CPR, he also
demonstrated how to handle people with serious
issues such as cardiac arrest and trauma.

During the session, Dr. Shameer also provided tips
on how to handle physiological issues that may arise
during extreme summers, such as heat stroke and
exhaustion. In conclusion, the expert advised
participants to always keep a loading dose within
their reach, as anyone may anticipate cardiac issues
due to modified lifestyles.

[ LIFE SKILLS |

Buttoning and unbuttoning activities are essential
life skills for Kindergarten students to learn. These
tasks not only help them to become more
independent but also develop their fine motor skills,
hand-eye coordination, and dexterity. By practising
buttoning and unbuttoning buttons and other

fasteners on clothes and bags, KG students gain
confidence in their abilities and prepare for more
complex tasks in the future. Teachers and caregivers
must provide guidance and support during these
learning experiences to ensure the children develop
these essential skills successfully.

( Perfection is not attainable. But if we chase perfection we can catch excellence. )
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[ TUNE YOUR MUSIC |

The music workshop that took place on 24th April
was an extraordinary event attended by students
from grades 2 to 8. The workshop featured an
insightful speech by Chief Guest Dr Aparna, an
Ayurvedic cosmetologist and music therapist, who
emphasised the significance of breath control in
music and the importance of proper physical

preparation before getting into classical music
training. The expert trainers, Smt.Kalakumar M.A.,
and Smt. Kamalaveni, music teacher at RS Puram
BVB, enthusiastically trained the students in music,
and the students enjoyed the whole day's sessions
while learning different songs. It was a great
experience for everyone who attended the workshop.

( THE 2nd SUMMER SPORTS CAMP |

The summer sports camp for grades 3 to 8
successfully kicked off with an inspiring inaugural
function. Chief Guest Meera Krishnan, Project-Co-
ordinator, Chinmaya Organization for Rural
Development, emphasised the importance of
maintaining a healthy lifestyle through proper

nutrition and regular exercise, encouraging the
young participants to adopt these habits for a better
future.

The Sports Camp includes warm-up exercises, as
well as activities such as Handball, Kabaddi, Chess,
Yoga, and Band performance.

( Nothing and nobody can stop you if you work hard and believe in yourself. )
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| From the Archives |

Kalanidhi Smt. R. Vedavalli, receiving the
‘Sangeet Samrat Award’ on 12.01.2002 from

Shri. B.K. Krishnaraj Vanavarayar, Chairman

Bhavan’'s Coimbatore Kendra. Shri. G.
Lakshmipathy, Secretary, Shri D.
Balasubramaniam, Jt. Secretary, BVB,

Coimbatore Kendra, Mr. D.R. Santhanam, (Smt.
Vedavalli's husband) and Shri S.V. Krishnan,

Ragasudha, Chennai are also seen in the picture.
J
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We welcome suggestions and contributions from the )
readers for improving the quality and content of the
bulletin. )

B.K. Krishnaraj Vanavarayar, Chairman, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, 582, D.B. Road, R.S. Puram
Coimbatore - 641 002. Telephone:2542481 E-mail : kendra@bvbcbe.in
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