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Dear reader,

The Personality of this month is Shri.C Subramaniam, Former Finance Minister of India. We also have 
included articles on Smt.Savithiribai Phule � founder of first women�s school in India, Scientist Dr.Raja 
Ramanna, Freedom fighter Veerapandiya Kattaboman and Plant geneticist, T.S.Venkataraman (in 

thTamil). Report on 26  Pongal Music festival of the Kendra and activities of the schools also feature in this 
edition.

Wish you a happy reading!

January 2023

Elder statesman, administrator, 
thinker, speaker and writer, Shri C. 
Subramaniam is, first and foremost, a 
patriot devoted, in pre-Independence 
days, to the cause of freedom and, later, 
to the development of the country and 

the preservation of its rich cultural heritage.
There are few fields of the country's development, 
economic and social, with which he was not 
associated and in which he has not left his indelible 
imprint.
Shri C. Subramaniam is best known as the architect 
of India's modern agricultural development policy, 
after the success of his programme which led to a 
record production of wheat in 1972 an achievement 
appropriately termed as the 'Green Revolution.' 
Shri Subramaniam is an institution-builder of the 
Institute of Mathematical Sciences. The Madras 
Institute of Development Studies owe their inception 
to his encouragement and support.
Shri Subramaniam has an international standing 
which is equalled by few of his compatriots. He was 
closely associated with the UNO and its organs, the. 
FAQ and the UNESCO.
It is a matter of pride for us that,  Shri Subramaniam 
had been closely associated with India's premier 

cultural organisation, the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan. 
He was also its President and Chairman, Bhavan 
International.
Shri Subramaniam had been tireless in 
campaigning for a clean public life and had delivered 
numerous lectures on diverse subjects including 
electoral reforms, party system and the bureaucracy.
Shri Subramaniam, the man, is a humanist, 
encyclopaedic in his learning and urbane in his 
manners.
Born on January 30, 1910 at Pollachi in Coimbatore 
District of Tamil Nadu, Shri C. Subramaniam 
received his early education at Pollachi and higher 
education in Madras. He secured his law degree from 
the University of Madras in 1932, but could set up 
legal practice at Coimbatore only in 1936. He was by 
then, fully involved in the freedom movement and 
this brought him imprisonment in the very year that 
he obtained his law degree. His interest in political 
affairs deepened and he was imprisoned again in 
1941 and during the �Quit India Movement� in 1942. 
He became the President of the Coimbatore District 
Congress Committee and Member of the Working 
Committee of the State Congress Committee. He 
was elected Member of the Constituent Assembly of 
India in 1946 and was a member of the Provisional 
Parliament till 1952.

SHRI C. SUBRAMANIAM
Architect of India's Modern  Agricultural development

PERSONALITY OF THE MONTH

"Every citizen of India must remember that he is an Indian and he has every right 
in this country... but with certain duties"  -  Sardar Vallabh patel

                                                                                                                            

 C. Subramaniam
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If you can win over your mind, you can win over the whole world. 
.                                                        - Gurudev Sri Sri Ravishankar

In 1952 Shri Subramaniam successfully contested 
for a seat in the Madras State Legislative Assembly 
(now Tamil Nadu) and became a Member of the State 
Cabinet. He functioned as the Leader of the House in 
the Madras Legislative Assembly from 1952-62 for a 
period of ten years. Concurrently holding the 
important portfolios of Finance, Education and Law 
in the State,  this position he retained 
uninterruptedly for ten years, his stewardship of 
these important portfolios saw a period of sustained 
educational progress and all-round development of 
the State. Tamil Nadu became one of the few early 
States to introduce free primary education for all 
children.
Shri Subramaniam was also instrumental in 
introducing the mid-day meal programme for the 
poorer children attending the schools � a programme 
that was financed partly by Government 
contribution and partly by mobilization of local 
resources at the level of the village, thus providing 
people's participation.
As Minister for Food and Agriculture, Shri 
Subramaniam played a decisive role in the 
introduction of high-yielding varieties of seeds and 
more intensive application of fertilizers which paved 
the way for increased output of cereals in the later 
60s and attainment of self-sufficiency in food-grains 
for the country.
During 1967-68 Shri Subramaniam was Chairman 
of the Committee on the Aeronautics Industry set up 

by the Government of India. In August 1970, Shri 
Subramaniam became the Chairman of the National 
Commission of Agriculture. In recognition of his 
contribution and interest in the problems of 
agricultural development policies and programmes 
Shri Subramaniam had been elected in his personal 
capacity, to the Board of Governors of the 
International Rice Research Institute, Manila and 
the International Maize and Wheat Research 
Institute (CIMMYT), Mexico which positions he held 
for six years.
After the elections in March 1971, Shri 
Subramaniam was invited to join the Union Cabinet 
as Minister of Planning and also Deputy Chairman 
of the National Planning Commission. Shri 
Subramaniam was elected to the Lok Sabha in a by-
election from Tamil Nadu in August 1971, polling 
about 90 per cent of the votes cast by the electorate.
Shri Subramaniam was given the Anuvrat Award, 
instituted by Jai Tulsi Foundation of New Delhi in 
February 1988 in recognition of his dedicated 
life to build moral and national character. The 
award consisted of Rupees one lakh in cash 
and a Citation. It has been donated to 
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan for the purpose of 
giving awards for excellence in character for 
students studying in secondary and higher 
secondary schools. Students of 30 schools are 
getting these awards for excellence in character 
every year.

You must not lose faith in humanity. Humanity is an ocean ; 
if a few drops of the ocean are dirty the ocean does not become dirty - Mahatma Gandhi  

                                                                                         

Smt. SAVITRIBAI PHULE
Lady behind the importance of women education in India

Savitribai Phule was born on 
January 03, 1831, at Naigaon, 
M a h a r a s h t r a .  D u r i n g  t h e  
nineteenth century, Savitribai 
Jyotirao Phule, a prominent 
Indian social reformer, educator, 
and author, played a crucial role in 
the education and empowerment 

of women. 
She was a child bride to the activist and social 
reformer Jyotirao Phule. The support from her 
husband led her to read, write and establish India's 
first school for girls, called Bhide Wada in Pune in 
the year 1848.

They both believed that education was the only 
medium for empowering the depressed class and 
women to stand out equally with the rest of society.

While Jyotirao promoted widow remarriage 
Savitribai tirelessly fought against societal 
injustices like Sati pratha and Bal vivah, two of the 
most sensitive social presence of women.  S h e  a l s o  
made an effort to educate, engage, and promote the 
remarriage of the young widows in order to bring 
them to par.

She was known as the 'Crusaders of gender justice'. 
The constant endeavours of Savitribai in checking 
the well-established wrongs of society and the rich 
tradition of good changes done by her still motivates 
us. Her reforming efforts have been recognised over 
a lengthy period of time. The Pune City Corporation 
recognised her accomplishments in 1983. India Post 
delivered a stamp in her distinction on March 10, 
1998. In 2015, the University of Pune was renamed 
Savitribai Phule Pune University in her honour.

Raja Ramanna was a talented 
personality, an eminent nuclear 
physicist, a highly accomplished 
technologist, an able administrator 
and an inspiring leader. A gifted 
musician, a scholar of Sanskrit 
literature and philosophy and 
above all a complete human being. 

He is well known for his work in "Indian Nuclear 
Program". He was born on January 28, 1925 in 
Tumkur, Karnataka. He was the son of B. Ramanna 
and Rukminiamma. His father was in the judicial 
service of the Mysore state and earned the 
reputation of being a kind-hearted judge.

Raja Ramanna started his studies at Bishop Cotton 
Boy's School, Bangalore. After that he completed 
graduation from Madras Christian College. He 

obtained Ph.D in nuclear physics and L.R.S.M. from 
King's College, London. He specialised in Nuclear 
physics, nuclear reactor physics and design, 
European music and philosophy. Dr. Raja Ramanna 
was the director of Bhabha Atomic Research Centre 
(BARC) for over a decade. He was also the Union 
minister of State for defence in 1990. In 1997, he 
became a Member of Parliament through the upper 
house, the Rajya Sabha. He was also the first 
Director of National institute of Advanced Studies, 
Bangalore.

On May 18, 1974, India tested its first nuclear device 
in the Pokhran desert in Rajasthan. Raja Ramanna 
and his colleagues played a big part in this success. 
He and his team was also responsible for designing 
and installing the country's first series of nuclear 
reactors - Apsara, Cirus and Purnima. He died on 
September 23, 2004.

Ðr. RAJA RAMANNA 
A Nuclear Physicist
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.                                                        - Gurudev Sri Sri Ravishankar
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A Nuclear Physicist
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"Don't see others doing better than you, beat  your own records everyday, 
because success is a fight between you and yourself "- Chandra shekhar azad

SHRADDHANJALI  

With profound grief we intimate the demise of Dr.V V Parthasarathi our former member of 
Pongal Music Festival organizing committee on January 16, 2023. During his tenure he 
attended to the duties on an honourary capacity, helped everyone in conducting the festival 
in a grand manner. Being in the Health care Industry he had always been helpful to one and 
all in attending to their health needs in times of medical emergencies. He was very simple 
and unassuming ever volunteering to be of some use to all deserving causes. His 
contribution shall be remembered always by the Coimbatore Kendra. May the departed soul 
rest in peace. 



     

     
  
    
    
     


    






     
     






    
                   
    

     




    
      




 
     

      




     




     
        



      


    
    


    
     


     

     
    



   
   
    
   

   


      
    

      
   


   



      
      
 
                 

    

   


    

     
     
    
    
      



  
     



     


     



 
     
     
     

    

     
     


    
      
     
     
     
   
     



     
    


Unveiling of the life size statue of Mahakavi 
Bharathiyar  at  the  Ajjanur  School  campus.

- Await a detailed report in the next month bulletin.
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Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high... Into that heaven of
 freedom, my Father, let my country awake - Rabindranath Tagore 

                                     

Saluting India ! Where each bud blooms in its true colours, 
Where each day is Celebration of Unity, Harmony and  Synthesis.

The stage was set for the music-rasikas of 
Coimbatore to be over joyed during Pongal, with the 
Coimbatore Kendra making a grand comeback with 
its 26th edition of Bhavan's Pongal Music Festival 
after a pandemic forced two-year gap. The Annual 
feature organized by the Bhavan during Pongal 
season has created a benchmark in the field of 
Carnatic Music as it has been featuring stalwart 
musicians who have given extraordinary 
performances to appreciative audience in a very 
conducive ambience. This year, the festival was held 
between January 13th and 17th and it was dedicated 
to the memory of Tamil Saint, Philosopher and 
Social-reformer - Vallalar Ramalinga Adigal, as the 
year 2023 coincides  with  his  200th  Jayanthi. 

This 26th Pongal Music Festival featured a galaxy of 
eminent and seasoned musicians and also served as 
a platform for several upcoming local musicians. The 
Bhavan also used the occasion to honour musicians 
who have dedicated their life to Music.

On the inaugural day, the title 'Sangeeth Samrat' 
was conferred on noted musician Sri V Rajkumar 
Bharathi in recognition of the service he has 
rendered to Music in various capacities such as 
singer, composer, music-director and coordinator for 
dance-dramas. In his acceptance speech, Sri 
Rajkumar Bharathi delved on his music career and 
how he has been influenced by his illustrious 
grandfather and freedom fighter, Late Sri 
Subramanya Bharathi. The 'Kovai Subri Muruga 
Gana Award' was conferred on Sri N Vaidyanathan 
who has made it his life's mission to spread 
Thiruppugazh songs among the masses and has been 
instrumental for starting the 'Thiruppugazh  
Anbargal' movement in the city.

EVENTS & HAPPENINGS AT COIMBATORE KENDRA

PONGAL MUSIC FESTIVAL

The Festival opened with the music choir of 
Bharathiya Vidya Bhavan School, RS Puram Branch 
setting the tone with a soulful and melodious 
rendition of Bharathiyar's  and Vallalar 
compositions.

In his speech, Sri Rajkumar Bharathi also 
applauded these students for their choice of songs 
and flawless presentation. The main concert of the 
evening that followed the conferment ceremony was 
a Vocal Duet concert by Malladi Brothers � Sri 
Sreerama Prasad and Dr Ravikumar. They were 
accompanied by Sri V S Gokul Alamkode on the 
Violin, Palladam Shri Ravi on the Mridangam and 
Trichy Shri Krishnaswamy on the Ghattam.

On 14th January, the first slot featured a Vocal 
recital by the students of the Department of Music, 
PSG College of Arts &Science. This was followed by a 
vocal concert by Shri S Saketaraman, who was 
accompanied by Shri H N Bhaskar on the Violin, Shri 
Patri Satishkumar on the Mridangam and 
Vazhapally Shri Krishnakumar on the Ghattam.

On the 15th, Kum.Vijaysri, disciple of Smt Meera 
Nathan, presented the first vocal concert. It was 
followed by a Vocal Duet concert by Shri Ashwath 
Narayanan and KumSriranjaniSanthanagopalan. 
Their concert was based on the theme 'Malum 
Maruganaum' They were accompanied by Shri S 
Sayee Rakshith on the Violin, Delhi Shri Sairam on 
the Mridangam and Shri Chandrasekhara Sharma 
on the Ghattam.

Several musicians of the city participated in the 
Gosshti ganam on the 16th morning for the 
Tyagaraja Aradhana that was organised to pay 
homage to the great Vageyyakkara Saint Tyagaraja, 
The image of Saint Tyagaraja was installed and the 
musicians rendered the preliminary songs as well as 
the  pancharatnakrithis in unision before the image.

In the evening Kum B Vijaysri, disciple of Shri K 
Sivaramakrishnan, performed in the first slot 
followed by a vocal concert rendered  by Papanasam 
Shri Ashok Ramani. He was accompanied by Delhi 

Shri R Sundararajan on the Violin, Thiruvarur Dr 
Bhaktavatsalm on the Mridangam and Shri K V 
Gopalakrishnan on the Kanjira.

On the final day of the festival, the students of 
Avinashalingam University, Dept of Music, sang 
with gusto and they were followed by a solo Vocal 
concert rendered by Sikkil Shri Gurucharan who was 
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Get together, be the Strength of the Nation and help it reach greatest heights! 

EVENTS & HAPPENINGS AT R.S. PURAM & AJJANUR,
MATRIC  SCHOOLS                                                                                                                                                                             

nd rd rd thOn 22  & 23  December 2022, the students of class IX, X, XI & XII stds from Ajjanur School and on 23  & 28  
from R.S.Puram School along with the Principal and teachers went on a trip to Kovai Kondattam and Black 
Thunder where they enjoyed various rides.

FIELD TRIP  

ORIENTATION FOR TEACHERS  
Macmillan conducted an orientation for the teachers 
on 3 December 2022 on the topic, �NEP- 
Kindergarten teacher Empowerment program on 
Experiential learning. Smt.Kavitha, Smt.Lakshmi 
from RSPuram school and Ms. Hemalatha, Ms. 
Geethanjali & Ms. Radhika of Ajjanur school 
attended the session

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION  

Christmas was celebrated at both schools with great joy. The schools wore a festive look with bells, streamers 
and a beautifully decorated Christmas tree.  The children were told about the birth of Jesus Christ and Santa 
Claus.  The spirit of giving and sharing was inculcated among the tiny tots.  The essence of Christmas came 
alive when Santa Claus went into the classes and wished the children a Merry Christmas.

accompanied by Shri V Sanjeev on the Violin, Shri K 
V Prasad on the Mridangam and Shri S Krishna on 
the Ghattam. 

A highlight of the five-day Music festival was the 
inclusion of soul-stirring and insightful Tamil hymns 

of Saint Vallalar by all the senior artists in their 
concerts thereby, generating renewed  interest 
towards the spiritual works of the great Saint.

�Amazing Hand Puppets stimulate imagination 
and encourage creative play�!�
A  Puppet Show was organized on 23 December 2022 by 
the teachers of Kindergarten which enthralled the tiny 

EVENTS & HAPPENINGS AT AJJANUR SCHOOL

AWARENESS PROGRAMME

On 12 December 2022, Dr. Subhadra and her team 
from Shanthi Ashram addressed the girls of class VIII 
std to discuss on the topic, �Malarum Paavai�.  The 
students were briefed about the healthy food that they 
need to have during the adolescence period.  She also 
answered the queries of the students.  It was a very 
useful and informative session.

PUPPET SHOW

tots. The show was planned to enable the kids to learn 
to converse and formulate their thoughts and words to 
the best. The show of Puppets changed the entire 
classroom developing more possibilities for creativity, 
collaboration, critical thinking & curiosity
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Christmas is the festival of spreading joy, love and 
happiness. The School celebrated Christmas on 23rd 
December 2022, Friday in the multipurpose hall. The 
hall was decorated with Christmas tree, crib and 
other decorative items. The significance of the 
festival was narrated by a teacher followed by carols 
by the students of LKG and teachers. 

The highlight of the programme was the entry of 
Santa Claus. One of the teachers dressed up like 

REPORT ON CHRISTMAS 

EVENTS & HAPPENINGS AT RS PURAM SCHOOLEVENTS & HAPPENINGS AT CBSE SCHOOL

Santa and rocked the floor with little Santas and 
Angels.                      

 After the programme, Santa visited each class and 
distributed the gifts brought by the children for their 
fellow mates. Little tots were excited to receive the 
gifts from Santa. The day ended with lots of fun and 
wishes of Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

REPORT ON MARKET DAY

The kindergarten students celebrated 'Market Day' on 
09th December, 2022. They learnt and grasped more 
information about fruits and vegetables through this 
Project � Based Experiential learning. The staff of Pre � 
Primary displayed the fruits and vegetables in a 
creative way in the school corridor. Some of the Pre-KG 
kids dressed up like fruits and vegetables to make the 

 NUMBER TRIVIA 20

"Without Mathematics, there's nothing you can 
do. Everything around you is mathematics. 
Everything around you is numbers."

� Shakuntala Devi, Indian writer and mental 
calculator.

Number Trivia 2022 � Mathematics exhibition was held 
on National Mathematics Day. Children from Grade 1 
to 6 participated with a competitive spirit. They 
prepared working models, static models as well as 
charts to explain concepts like fractions, integers, 
decimals, etc., Students of Grade 6 came up with 
PowerPoint Presentations and explanations. The Math 

Lab was decorated with symbols and figures that are 
used in Mathematics. The students entertained the 
gathering with an action dance that depicted different 
shapes, figures and formulae. Few students were 
dressed up as famous mathematicians like Archimedes 
and Ramanujan to welcome the guest. The Chief Guest 
and the judge of the competition Smt. Uma 
Maheshwari, former HeadMistress of Corporation 
High School, Koilmedu She encouraged the students by 
appreciating the participants for their presentations. 
Shri. Surya Narayan, Joint Secretary of the school was 
happy to see the students' interest in Mathematics.

market more colourful. 'Health Facts' of fruits and 
veggies were also hanged in the corridor and beautifully 
explained by the children. Teachers and students were 
invited to buy the items. Children had a fun � filled 
experience of selling and buying vegetables and fruits 
from their peers. They were excited using the weighing 
scale and pretending to be the vendors and buyers. 
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Book-Post

To

We welcome suggestions and contributions from the 

readers for improving the quality and content of the 

bulletin.

Sri. Lalgudi G. Jayaraman receiving the 
�Sangeet  Samrat Award� in the year 1996 
from Shri G K Sundaram, Patron, Bhavan's 
Coimbatore Kendra. Dr. N. Mahalingam, 
Chairman, Sakthi Group of Companies, 
Shri B.K. Krishnaraj Vanavarayar, 
Chairman, Bhavan's, Coimbatore Kendra 
and Dr. G. Lakshmipathy, Hon. Secretary 
are  in the picture.
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