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The personality of this month is Kulapathi Dr.K.M.Munshi-Architect of Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan. We have
also included articles on Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Shri. Rajagopalachari and Dheeran Chinnamalai and
Shri. Ramana Maharishi in Tamil. Reports on events and happenings of the schools are also included.

Wish you a happy reading!
The editorial board

PERSONALITY OF THE MONTH

Kulapati Dr. K.M. MUNSHI
Architect of Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan &
Father of Indian Cultural Renaissance

December is a month of great
significance for the country and for
the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan
(BVB). It was on the 30th of this
month in 1887 a messiah of Indian
> culture (who called it “Bharatiya
o Vidya”) was born at Bharuch in the

Kulapati then State of Gujarat.
Dr. K.M. Munshi

That little offspring who continued to be diminutive
in physique even as he grew was destined to be the
colossus of many hues — literature, politician,
statesman, lawyer, Constitution-maker and above
all, a person who was steeped in the cultural glory of
India with an abiding faith in its future. That was
Kanhaiyalal Maneklal Munshi who later became
known as “Kulapati.”

After initial school education, Munshiji took to
higher studies at the Baroda College. Munshiji
focused intensely on his studies leading to high
academic achievements that brought him to Bombay
around 1907 to practice law. Munshiji soon became a
successful lawyer.

It was during his tenure as a lawyer in Bombay that
Munshiji joined the Home Rule Movement, so
famously started by Annie Besant. As with many
leading lawyers of those days, Munshiji was no
exception to the irresistible call of the Mahatma. He
gave up his career as a lawyer and dedicated himself
to the Gandhian movement.

Munshiji had styled his life inspired by the
principles of the great triumvirate of India's history
namely, Aurobindo, Gandhiji and Patel. Munshiji
often proclaimed that while Gandhiji was his
spiritual guru, Sardar Patel was his political mentor.
In that sense, the former initiated Munshiji into
Gnana Yoga and the latter into Karma Yoga.

To Munshiji “Bharat” was not just a word in the
Constitution but a perennial flow of an eternal
civilisation and lifestyle. Bharat was not a
geographical entity but a living principle. Munshiji
in 1946 was elected to the Constituent Assembly.

Serving as the Minister for Agriculture and Food till

1953, Munshiji conceptualised the Van Mahotsav, an
initiative to increase forest cover in the country.

To be successful in life what you need is education not just literacy and degrees

-Kulapathi Dr. K.M. Munshi




During 1953-57, he served as the Governor of Uttar
Pradesh.

Known for his legal acumen, Munshiji was invited to
be part of the Committee which drafted the
Constitution of India under the Chairmanship of Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar. In the Drafting Committee,
Munshiji articulated the principles of “Fundamental
Rights” in Part III of the Constitution of India. The
stellar contribution of Munshiji was towards the
making of a strong Centre. The political
independence gained by India in 1947 was just a step
towards picking up the path of ascent, a path India
somehow had deviated from.

Towards the end of 1947, Kulapati Dr. K.M. Munshi
championed the cause of reconstructing the famous

Somnath temple along with Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel. After the demise of the latter, Munshiji single-
handedly completed the reconstruction and / or
renovation of the famous Somnath temple and
invited Babu Rajendra Prasad, the then President of
India, toitsinauguration.

Munshiji was a great social reformer. He practiced
what he preached. He actively advocated the cause of
women and their role in the society to build a robust
Indiabased on Indian values and culture.

Munshiji was one of the greatest writers in Gujarati.
He wrote under the pen name of Ghanshyam Vyas.
Krishnavatara, a seven-volume work, is one of the
finest books on Sri Krishna.

[ The Founding of the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan ]

Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan as conceived by Munshiji
was founded in 1938, a good decade before India got
political independence. He was then just 50 years
old.

To Munshiji, Bharatiya Vidya was the fountain of
eternal knowledge based upon universal and
unflinching values and which absorbed into itself
noble thoughts from all sources, irrespective of
region, religion or race.

Bharatiya Vidya was based according to Munshiji on
the inalienable principles of Satyam, Shivam and
Sundaram — Truth, Goodness and Beauty — all of
which are the basic features of every religion in the
world. Munshiji wanted to give a physical form to
these metaphysical concepts and thus germinated
the thought of an institution to promote, propagate
and spread this universal education. Thus, was born
the “Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan.”

To reflect these evergreen and indestructible ideals
of human existence, the motto of Bhavan is the
statement from the Rig Veda “Aano Bhadrah
Krutavo Yantu Viswatah — Let noble thoughts come
tous from all sides.”

Recognised today, as an Institution of National
Eminence by the Government of India, Bhavan
occupies a pride of place as an apolitical Non-
Governmental Organisation fighting against all
religious differences, regional prejudices and social
discriminations.

Stalwarts like C. Rajagopalachari, Dr.
Rajendraprasath, Sardar Vallabhaipatel, Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru were
the Founding - Members of the Bhavan.

In 1962 just on the morning of the Silver Jubilee
Celebrations of the Bhavan, Munshiji had donated
all his properties to Bhavan. Rajaji then remarked,
“Here is a worldly man living the ideal of "Tena
tyaktena bhunjitah — enjoying in renunciation” and
Dr. Radhakrishnan said instantly “With all my
philosophy, I certainly could not have steeled myself
to do such a thing like this!”

To Sri Ramakrishnan, who was the Executive
Secretary & Director General of Bhavan, “Bhavan
and Kulapati Munshi are synonymous. The Bhavan,
his lengthened shadow, is the vibrant symbol of the
continuing modern Indian renaissance which Raja
Ram Mohan Roy pioneered in Bengal in the 19th
century.”

Munshi envisioned that “India will once again be
acknowledged as the Vishwa Guru — a superpower
that embodies the ideals of Vasudaiva Kutumbakam
— the global family.” This is the foundation on which
he built his institution — The Bhavan. Munshiji
built the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan with the devotion
of one engrossed in raising a temple. The Bharatiya
Vidya Bhavan is a temple of learning. Kulapati
Munshi was the sthapati (sculptor-architect) no less
than the Kulapati. He conceived of the Bhavan,
raised it brick by brick, combining as he did so, both

Like timidity, bravery is also contagious

- Kulapathi Dr. K M. Munshi )




breadth of vision and a grasp of detail. Naturally,
both the design and its execution turned out to be
masterly.”

Nehru on his visit to the Bhavan in Bombay in 1950
remarked “The Bhavan encompasses all aspects of
life from the cradle to the grave and beyond — it fills
a growing vacuum in modern life.”

Munshiji was quick to realise that a large part of the
history and culture of India was documented by
foreigners who played no role in the same. So, under
the aegis of Bhavan, he commissioned a magnum
opus under the general editorship of Sri Ramesh
Chandra Majumdar known as the “Dean of Indian
Historians” and the result is the mega work titled
“The History and Culture of the Indian People” in
eleven volumes.

Munshiji was fond of recalling what Krishna said to
Arjuna when the latter said to Krishna, “I am very
weak, Govinda.” Krishna said, “No. You are not.
Strength will come to you only through a struggle
with weakness.” Munshiji internalised this teaching

of the Gita and fought through all weaknesses to
become a standing institution in his own right.

As we cross the 84th year of the advent of that
mighty institution, it is time we re-dedicate
ourselves to promote the cause of that Bharatiya
Vidya keeping aside all petty ideological differences
and steadfastly work towards making the dream of a
one India, one nation a reality.

Just as Gandhiji was the Father of Indian Political
Renaissance, so too Munshiji was the forerunner of
the Indian Cultural Renaissance. To Munshiji
political independence was just a step towards
“Sampoorna Swaraj” for without liberating the
cultural spirit of India which had been subjugated
for centuries under the rule of diverse races, India
was not truly independent. Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan
was his contribution towards such an independence.
In the words of Sri R. Venkatraman, the former
President of India: “In the Galaxy of eminent men of
India, Kanhaiyalal Maneklal Munshi is a shining
star that still beckons humanity to the path of duty
and dharma.”

Dr.Rajendra Prasad was born on
December 3, in 1884 at Zeradei in
Bihar. He was an Indian
politician, lawyer, and journalist
who was the first president of the
Republic of India (1950-62). He
was also a comrade of Mahatma
Gandhi early in the non
cooperation movement for independence and was
president of the Indian National Congress 1934,
1939, and 1947.

Raised in a landowning family of modest means,
Prasad was a graduate of the Calcutta Law College.
He practiced at the Calcutta High Court and in 1916
transferred to the Patna High Court and founded the
Bihar Law Weekly. In 1917 he was recruited by
Gandhi to help in a campaign to improve conditions
for peasants exploited by British indigo planters in
Bihar. He gave up his law practice in 1920 to join the
noncooperation movement. Becoming an active
journalist in the nationalist interest, he wrote for
Searchlight in English, founded and edited the Hindi
weekly Desh (“Country”), and started his lifelong

Dr. RAJENDRA PRASAD
First President of India

campaign to establish Hindi as the national
language. Imprisoned several times by the British
for noncooperation activities, he served nearly three
years (August 1942—June 1945) in jail with the
Congress Party's Working Committee.

In September 1946 Prasad was sworn in as minister
for food and agriculture in the interim government
preceding full independence. From 1946 to 1949 he
presided over the Indian Constituent Assembly and
helped to shape the constitution. He was
unanimously elected presidentin 1950 and, after the
first general election (1952), was chosen by an
overwhelming majority of the new electoral college;
in 1957 he was elected to a third term.

Prasad retired from public life in 1962 because of his
deteriorating health. That same year he was
honoured with the Bharat Ratna, India's highest
civilian award. His autobiography, Atmakatha, was
published in 1946. He is also the author of India
Divided (1946), Mahatma Gandhi and Bihar, Some
Reminiscences (1949), and other books. He died on
February 28, 1963, at Patna.

( Each man has to follow truth as he sees it

- Kulapathi Dr. KM. Munshi )
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C Rajagopalachari popularly
known as Rajaji was born on 10
December 1878 in the Madras
Presidency. He completed his
graduation in Arts from the Central
College, Bangalore and went on to
study law at the Presidency College
from where he graduated in 1897.
Rajaji began his career as alawyer in Salem and soon
emerged as a renowned practitioner. He participated
in the Gandhi-led protest against the Rowlatt Act,
the Non-Cooperation movement, the Vaikom
Satyagraha, and the Civil Disobedience Movement.

He would eventually become part of a group that
included the core disciples of Gandhi- Nehru, Patel,
Prasad, Azad, and Rajaji himself. Gandhi came to
call him the 'conscience keeper'. An ardent follower of
Gandhi, Rajaji never hesitated in speaking his mind
and disagreeing with Gandhi, as could be seen in
their correspondence. He was the only core disciple
of Gandhi to take his call for the untouchability
abolition seriously. The Poona Pact between
Ambedkar and Gandhi was an outcome of his able
mediation.

Rajaji became the premier of the Madras Presidency
as Indian National Congress and won the 1937

C RAJAGOPALACHARI

Indian Governor-General of India

elections. Later in 1942, Rajaji opposed the Quit
India Movement. In wake of 1946 elections, he
served as a minister in the interim government
between 1946- 1947. After Independence, he became
the Governor of West Bengal.

He was chosen as the successor to Lord Mountbatten
as the last and only Indian Governor-General of
India from June 1948 to January 1950. He became a
part of Nehru's cabinet as a Home Affairs Minister
after the death of Sardar Patel. He also became the
chief minister of Madras for a period of two years
between 1952 and 1954. He carried various reforms
during his tenure as CM like abolishing control over
food supplies and scrapping sugar rationing.
Thereafter, he took a break from active politics and
devoted his time to literary devotions. He compiled
Tamil versions of the Sanskrit based epics
Ramayana and Mahabharata. He received the
Sahitya Academy award in the Tamil language in
1958 for his translation of the epic Ramayana. Rajaji
was also amongst the first recipients of the highest
civilian award, the Bharat Ratna for the year 1954.
He passed away on 25th December 1972 leaving
behind a great legacy for the cause of liberty and
freedom.

/-
7 L g

Azadi,
Amrit Mahotsav

SpmIBCeOWITHMeT HBTE OFUIS
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Srar AGSTATIDaNE0
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( Paitence is the higest offering and the lord loves to receive it

- Kulapathi Dr. KM. Munshi )
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HM&HSEOILLILILLTT.
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SEDEVEUIT ETETTMITEL LOIEHSITSHITS).
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é Ramakrishna Mission Vidyalaya

10/01/2023
Sri M. Alagiriswamy, BSc, FCA,
Chartered Accountant, M/s M, Alagiriswamy & Co,

Coimbatore 641 012 has been awarded as

Our Treasurer and Correspondent Shri. M. Alagirisamy, was honoured as the
Distinguished Alumnus by his almamater Ramakrishna Mission Vidyalaya on
1st January 2023.

Distinguished Alumnus in recognition of his

outstanding contribution in the field of Auditing &

Social Service on the occasion of Gurupuja

Celebration on 01.01.2023.

May Bhagavan Sri Ramakrishna shower his

choicest blessings on him and his family.

A R |
Swami Garishthananda™  ~
Secretary . .. .
: Shri M. Alagirisamy received the award
from Swami Garishthananda.
-
In attaining our ideals our means should be as pure as the end
- Dr. Rajendra Prasad




EVENTS & HAPPENINGS AT BOTH SCHOOLS

| HE ORIENTATION |

——

Date: 05.11.2022 Date: 19.11.2022
Resource Person: Dr.N.Balu Resource Person: Smt.Samathuvarani A
Topic: How concentration leads to Success.... Topic: How to overcome Stress and Tension...

 MAHATMA GANDHI MEMORIAL VISIT)

"It is better to see something once than to hear
aboutit a thousand times"

Every week the students from each class are taken to
the Mahatma Gandhi Memorial at Podanur,
Coimbatore. The memorial is the house where Gandhiji
had stayed during his visit to Coimbatore in 1934. The
statue of Gandhiji, with his saying, "MY LIFE IS MY
MESSAGE" welcomed all. The house is filled with
memories of Gandhiji. Gandhiji's spectacles, his plate
and sandals, the books he read are all beautifully
replicated. Aworking model of Charkha is displayed.

5000 years old, Varanasi is one of the oldest Inhabited Places
in the World Situated on the banks of river Ganges. The
holy city of Banaras or Varanasi is at least 3000 years
old. According to Hindu Mythology, Lord Shiva found this
city 5000 years ago.

See ourselves as others see us.
- C.Rajagopalachari




EVENTS & HAPPENINGS AT RS PURAM SCHOOL
| COMPREHENSIVE EVALUATION )

The comprehensive evaluation (Annual Inspection)
from Sikshan Bharathi, Mumbai was held on
04.11.2022, Smt. Girija, Educational Advisor
visited the school, checked the records, went round
the classes and had a lively interaction with the
Teachers.

EVENTS & HAPPENINGS AT AJJANUR SCHOOL

| HAMILTON POLICE CLUB |

The weaponry and uniforms used by the officers in
yesteryears, photograph of colonial officers and a
collection of antiques were displayed in the Police
club. These were the reminder of the proud history
of Police. This also helped to kindle the desire of
students to join the Police force. It was a very
informative trip children were takenon......

The students of upper primary exhibited their Culinary
skills in 'Fireless cooking' competition on 17.11.22
conducted by Shanti Ashram. Dr. Bhuvaneshwari and
Dr. Lakshmi gave awareness about 'Nutritious and
balanced diet'.The competition was conducted with a
view to create awareness on the nutritional value of
food prepared without fire. The winners of the
competition were awarded with prizes.

Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.
-Nelson Mandela




(QUIZ COMPETITION )

On 18 Nov 2022, the students from the Department
of Commerce, KCLAS conducted 'Business quiz' - a
quiz competition for the Higher Secondary
Commerce students on the theme “The Business
Guru of the New Millenium.”. This helped the
students to know more about the stock exchange,
business & entrepreneurship. The winners were
awarded with prizes

FIELD TRIP |

Field trips are part of the curriculum and are meant
to expose students to their actual and practical field
of work where they visit different places. From
21/11/22 to 29/11/22, the children of KG and I std had

LS v

visited Gandhi park & Botanical garden in
Coimbatore. They enjoyed playing on the slide,
swing, see-saw merry-go- round etc., They also
enjoyed nature walk around the place.

| COIMBATORE DAY |

N

Coimbatore day is a celebration for the people of
Coimbatore and by the people of Coimbatore.
Coimbatore of ten referred as the 'Manchester of
South Indiaa' is known for its salubrious weather,
entrepreneurial spiral, innovation, amicable people
and water from Siruvani river renowned for its taste.
Coimbatore was made a district and district

headquarters on November 24, 1804 and the day is
being observed as Coimbatore day. The Coimbatore
district turned 213 this year. Photography, spell bee,
finding anagrams, drawing, origami, word building
and success in 60 seconds were the competitions
conducted in connection with this day.

( We cannot succeed in anything if we act in fear of other people's opinions

— C.Rajagopalachari >




| AWARENESS PROGRAMS |

83520 9T ABTIY i aagamy

Road safety awareness program was organized on Cyber safety awareness program was organized on

10.11.2022 in the form of drama & drawing to make 18.11.2022 by the Department of Police which helped
the students to understand the cyber threats and the

students aware the importance of Road safety. different solutions to solve th
ifferent solutions to solve them.

ORIENTATION FOR TEACHERS |

The teachers of KG & Primary attended an
orientation on 26.11.2022 conducted by Shanthi
Ashram on the topic “Nurturing values & spiritual
development among children."”

EVENTS & HAPPENINGS AT PUBLIC SCHOOL

| COIMBATORE DAY |

On the occasion of COIMBATORE DAY on 24th The Chief Guest of the occasion was Shri. Rajesh
November, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan Public School, Govindarajulu, Director of Verandah Club P Litd, is a
Ajjanur, celebrated The SAGA of KOVANPUTHUR well-known Historian of Coimbatore City.

in the school campus.

( sumLpefilesT ggeurpmuiest BSemw STLILIG| [BLD SL6ELD. >
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Shri. M. Alagirisamy, Correspondent of the School,
Shri. C R Suryanarayanan, Joint Secretary, Shri.
Prabhakar Rao V P, Registrar and Shri Ravindran,
Trust member graced the occasion. They were
welcomed by the tiny tots with a folk song about
Coimbatore with a folk dance. The guests went
through all the exhibits by the students of Class 6
and carefully listened to their explanations.

The Exhibits were done by the students under
various topics.

Shri. Rajesh Govindarajulu, while addressing the
students appreciated the initiative taken by the

Management, Staff Members and Students to bring
out the greatness of the City through the Exhibition.
He cherished seeing the unsung heroes of
Coimbatore. He admired the students for their
discipline and well-mannered way of projecting
things. He was surprised to see the wide range of
topics covered by the children, which was not
possible by many other organizations. He suggested
having a study centre about Coimbatore at Bhavan's
Public School, Ajjanur, so that everybody can get
information about the city.

| BHAVAN'S CULTURAL EUPHONY |

Bhavan's Cultural Euphony is an annual fest which
was conducted on 24.11.2022 and 25.11.2022.
Competitions were conducted in Performing Arts and
Literary events for the students of all classes on both
the days. Students hustled and bustled all over with
enthusiasm to showcase their talents. Day 1 was a day
of creativity. It was a wonderful opportunity for

students to think out-of-the-box, especially with the '60
Seconds to Fame and Object Talk'. Day 2 went on with
Performing Arts. Students revealed their talents in
dancing and singing. The judges congratulated the
winners and appreciated the performance of all the
children and also encouraged them to participate more
in such competitions to enhance their talents.

ROBOTICS LAB |

Robotics is an interdisciplinary branch of computer,
science and engineering. Robotics involves design
construction, operation and use of robots. The goal of
robotics is to design machines that can assist
humans. Robotics lab has been planned to expose the
students to the general functioning of a robot.
Students will be trained and will be allowed to
implement their skills learnt to design a special
purpose robot. Thus robotics allows children to work
on their life skills along with social skills. These
skills help them to stand out of the crowd in front of
future employers. It is a fast developing new ground
in learning methodology around the world.

Assembled robot
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We welcome suggestions and contributions from the )
readers for improving the quality and content of the
bulletin. )

B.K. Krishnaraj Vanavarayar, Chairman, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, 582, D.B. Road, R.S. Puram
Coimbatore - 641 002. Telephone:2542481 E-mail : kendra@bvbcbe.in
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