
COIMBATORE KENDRAVOLUME XXXI No. 11

1

Dear reader,
This month's personality is Shri.Surendranath Banerjee � Father of Indian Nationalism. We also have included 
articles on Sir J C Bose, Dr.Salim Ali,  Rani Lakshmi Bai and Veeramangai Velunatchiyar,  Sarojini Varadappan 
and C.S. Rathinasabapathi Mudaliyar in Tamil. Reports on events and happenings of the Kendra and schools 
are also included.
Wish you a happy reading!
The  editorial  board

November 2022

From having an illustrious 
teaching career to being a part 
of  the Indian National  
Congress,  Surendranath 
Banerjee has played an 
important part in the years 
leading to our country's 
eventual  independence .

India's independence struggle took off in 1857 with 
the 'Sepoy's Mutiny.' What started as a revolt by the 
Indian soldiers and the ruling classes, itspread like 
wildfire across the country. In different regions, 
several communities came together with one 
objective- to make India an independent country 
that can make decisions for its own welfare. 
However, everyone had different ideas for the same. 
While some may have indulged in a violent conflict, 
some decided to use their intellectual prowess to 
spread ideas about freedom and liberty. Most of them 
were imbibed the knowledge disseminated by 
Western thinkers and philosophers and used it in the 
local context. A shining example of this was a man 
named Surendranath Banerjee. Known as the 
'Father of Indian Nationalism', his contributions as a 
teacher and a prolific politician are well documented 
and remembered. 

From A Civil Servant To A Teacher Surendranath 
Banerjee was born in Calcutta (Kolkata) on 
November 10, 1848. Belonging to an affluent family, 
he was able to attend a school called 'Parental 
Academic Institution. He went to Calcutta 
University in 1868, after which he went to England 
in order to try for the Indian Civil Services. June 
1875 marked the beginning of his teaching career. As 
an educator, he wanted to help and influence young 
people of the time and came up with his ideas of 
nationalism. A year later, he came up with 'The 
Indian Association' that became the perfect platform 
for the public to voice their political opinions that 
could take the country in a better direction. It was 
during this time he became the editor of 'The 
Bengalee', a newspaper daily published in Calcutta 
that spread nationalistic fervour and inspire the 
Bengali youth to fight for the country's integrity.

1885 was a pivotal moment in our history. The 
Indian National Congress' first session was held in 
Bombay in December. Being a prolific speaker, 
Surendranath Banerjee became an integral part of 
the organisation. Making his mark in the annual 
sessions, he became the Congress president twice in 
1895 and in 1902. Along with stalwarts like 

SURENDRANATH BANERJEE 
Father Of Indian Nationalism
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Self knowledge is the beginning of Self Improvement 

Surendranath Banerjee 
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SIR JAGADISH CHANDRA BOSE
Pioneer in Radio Science

Knowledge will bring you the opportunity to make a Difference. Knowledge is like a garden, if it is not cultivated it cannot be harvested

Dadabhai Naoroji, Pherozeshah Mehta, Gopal 
Krishna Gokhale, and others, Surendranath 
Banerjee became a part of the 'Early Nationalists' 
also known as the 'Moderates.' This very group of 
politicians was known for demanding reforms from 
the British Indian government in a peaceful manner 
and without indulging in any form of agitation. 
While staying friendly with the colonising power, 
they fought for India's right to have a government of 
its own. Being a firm believer of peaceful agitation, 
Banerjee did not agree with the extremist ideology, 
that was on a rise in the 1900s. 

 When the Indian National; Congress was founded in 
1885 in Bombay. Surenderanath Banarjee and his 
organisation merged with the Indian National 

Congress due to similar interests. He became the 
president of the Indian National Congress in 1895 at 
Poona and in Ahmedabad in 1902. Banarjee also 
fought for the remarriage of widows and raising the 
barrier for the age of marrying for girls. 

Surendernath Banarjee became a messiah for the 
people of Bengal and was one of the rising leaders 
like Sarojini Naidu and Gopal Krishna Gokhale. He 
promoted the use of goods that were Indian 
manufactured and encouraged boycotting foreign 
products. His popularity was huge and made him the 
famous and indisputable leader of Bengal. 
Surendranath Banerjee's name is etched in history 
as one of the many people who instilled nationalistic 
fervour in the youth of that time.

J C Bose was born on 30 
November 1858 in Munshiganj, 
Bengal Presidency, British 
India. The place is now in 
Bangladesh. His father was a 
member of the Brahmo Samaj 
and a deputy magistrate and 
assistant commissioner.

In 1869, he enrolled at the Hare School and later St. 
Xavier's School in Calcutta. In 1875, he joined St. 
Xavier's College at Calcutta. He completed his BA 
from the University of Calcutta in 1879.

Bose had wanted to study medicine at the University 
of London but quit due to ill-health. He then studied 
Natural Sciences at Christ's College, Cambridge 
University and passed out with a BA in Natural 
Sciences. He also secured a B.Sc. in 1884 and a D.Sc. 
in 1896 both from the University of London.

Bose invented the Mercury Coherer which is a radio 
wave receiver. This device was used by Guglielmo 
Marconi to build a radio. Bose was thus a key figure 
in the invention of the modern radio and also in sonic 
technology. To many in the scientific community, he 
is known as a pioneer in radio science.

Bose contributed significantly to the development of 
remote wireless signalling. He was also one of the 
pioneers of wireless communications.

In 1894, Bose demonstrated in Calcutta that 
communication signals can be transmitted without 
wires by sending electromagnetic waves 75 feet 
passing through walls and remotely ringing a bell 
and igniting some gunpowder.He was also a pioneer 
in the arena of microwave devices.Bose holds the 
first patent in the world for a solid-state diode 
detector used to detect electromagnetic waves. 

Bose was also renowned for his work on the 
physiology of plants. He believed that plants could 
feel and were aware of their surroundings. He was 
the first person to prove that plants feel pain and 
understand affection. He demonstrated the 
electrical nature of plant stimuli (like wounds, 
chemical agents, etc.). He researched the seasonal 
effect on plants and also the effect of chemical 
inhibitors and temperature on plants. 

He was also a science fiction writer in Bengali. 
Largely unaccredited for his work on radio 
communications until recently, there has been an 
understanding of his work and his contributions to 
t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  m o d e r n  w i r e l e s s  
communications in recent times. He is now regarded 
as one of the fathers of radio science.

He is also the discoverer of millimetre length 
electromagnetic waves. 

Dr. SALIM MOIZUDDIN ABDUL ALI
Birdman of India

Dr Salim Moizuddin Abdul Ali 
w a s  t h e  p r e - e m i n e n t  
ornithologist of India who was 
born on November 12, in 1896, 
M u m b a i ,  M a h a r a s h t r a .  
Orphaned at a very young age, 
Ali was brought up by his 
maternal uncle, Amiruddin 
Tyabji. Uncle Amiruddin was a 

keen hunter and nature-lover. Under his guidance 
young Ali learnt his first lessons in hunting and 
became aware of the nature around him.
WS Millard, the then secretary of the Bombay 
Natural History Society (BNHS), introduced the 
young Ali to the serious study of birds and also 
showed him the BNHS's collection of stuffed birds 
and prov ided  other  va luable  he lp  and 
encouragement. His research work is considered 
highly influential in the development of ornithology. 
He published a research paper discussing the nature 
and activities of the weaver bird in 1930 which made 
him famous in the field and earned him the name 
�The Birdman of India�.
Here are a few facts about Salim Ali, the great 
visionary and the world famous ornithologist: Ali 
became a guide lecturer in 1926 at the natural 

history section of Mumbai's Prince of Wales 
Museum. He was one of the very first scientists to 
carry out systematic bird surveys in India and 
abroad. Ali was an influential figure in Indian 
wildlife conservation and environmentalist circles in 
the post-Independence era
Salim not only researched about birds, but also 
contributed to the arena of protection of nature. For 
his extraordinary efforts, he was given an 
international award of INR 5 lacs, but he donated all 
the money to Bombay Natural History Society. He 
received Padma Bhushan in the category of Civilian 
Award in the field of Science and Engineering in 
1958 and was honoured by the Government of India 
with Padma Vibushan in 1976
He wrote The Book of Indian Birds, Pictorial Guide 
to the Birds of the Indian Subcontinent and 
Handbook of the Birds of India and Pakistan (8 
volumes), co-authored by Salim Ali and S. Dillon 
Ripley. In a tribute to Salim Ali, ecologist Madhav 
Gadgil wrote in November 1996 in Current Science 
that, "Salim Ali will be remembered as the man who 
taught Indians to appreciate, to study at first hand, 
to treasure, to work towards conserving the rich 
living heritage of the country." Dr Ali passed away in 
1987 at the age of 91, after a prolonged battle with 
prostate cancer

RANI LAKSHMI BAI 

Lakshmi Bai, was born on 
November 19, 1835, at Kashi, 
India. She was a leader of the 
Indian Mutiny of 1857�58 and 
queen of Jhansi.
Brought up in the household of the 
peshwa (ruler) Baji Rao II, 
Lakshmi Bai had an unusual 

upbringing for a Brahman girl. Growing up with the 
boys in the peshwa's court, she was trained in 
martial arts and became proficient in sword fighting 
and riding. She married the maharaja of Jhansi, 
Gangadhar Rao, but was widowed without bearing a 
surviving heir to the throne. Following established 
Hindu tradition, just before his death the maharaja 
adopted a boy as his heir. Lord Dalhousie, the British 

governor-general of India, refused to recognize the 
adopted heir and annexed Jhansi in accordance with 
the doctrine of lapse. An agent of the East India 
Company was posted in the small kingdom to look 
after administrative matters. 
The 22-year-old queen refused to cede Jhansi to the 
British. Shortly after the beginning of the mutiny in 
1857, which broke out in Meerut, Lakshmi Bai was 
proclaimed the regent of Jhansi, and she ruled on 
behalf of the minor heir. Joining the uprising against 
the British, she rapidly organized her troops and 
assumed charge of the rebels in the Bundelkhand 
region. Mutineers in the neighbouring areas headed 
toward Jhansi to offer her support.
Under Gen. Hugh Rose, the East India Company's 
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forces had begun their counteroffensive in 
Bundelkhand by January 1858. Advancing from 
Mhow, Rose captured Saugor (now Sagar) in 
February and then turned toward Jhansi in March. 
The company's forces surrounded the fort of Jhansi, 
and a fierce battle raged. Offering stiff resistance to 
the invading forces, Lakshmi Bai did not surrender 
even after her troops were overwhelmed and the 
rescuing army of Tantia Tope, another rebel leader, 
was defeated at the Battle of Betwa. 

Lakshmi Bai managed to escape from the fort with a 
small force of palace guards and headed eastward, 
where other rebels joined her. Tantia Tope and 
Lakshmi Bai then mounted a successful assault on 
the city-fortress of Gwalior. The treasury and the 
arsenal were seized, and Nana Sahib, a prominent 
leader, was proclaimed as the peshwa (ruler). After 
taking Gwalior, Lakshmi Bai marched east to Morar 
to confront a British counterattack led by Rose. 
Dressed as a man, she fought a fierce battle and was 
killed in combat. She died on June 17, 1858.

   
  
               
 

  
   
  

      

     

       

    

     

     
     


    
   
      

 



     

     

    
   
    

     
     

  
    
     
 


     
     

    

    

  


STBHAVAN'S 21  DANCE FESTIVAL - 2022
In the 21st Bhavan's Dance festival that was held 
between 14th and to 16th October 2022, the theme 
'Sriman Narayana', was presented by six local dance 
schools.
On this occasion Vidushi Smt.Mrudula Rai, a well-
known dancer and Founder-Director of Shree Natya 

Niketan was conferred the Nritya Ratna award for 
her contribution to the field of Bharatanatyam.
On the opening day, the students of Bhavan's 
Faculty of Fine Arts, led by Guru Smt. Karthyayini 
Srinath gave a crisp introductory presentation.  This 
was followed by a spirited performance by the 

Shankkaram Academy of Arts troupe. Their 
presentation based on the ten Avatharas was 
choreographed and conducted by Guru Smt. 
Sasmitta Arora.
On the second day, the Nrityangana School of Dance 
troupe led by their Guru Smt. Sherin George gave a 
presentation based on the Margam tradition of 
Bharatanatyam.  The next program was rendered by 
the students of Aradhana School of Dance, whose 
Guru Smt. Meenakshi Sagar chose the Sankirtanas 
of Annamacharya for delineation of Sriman 
Narayanaya as Lord Venkateswara of Thirumala. 
On the concluding day of the dance Festival, the 
Bharathalayam Institute of Fine Arts troupe 

presented 'Thiruvalar Naamam', a dance drama that 
was jointly conceived and choreographed by Gurus 
Smt.Amutha Dhandapani and Dr. (Smt.) Mathula 
Kishore.   
This was followed by Smt.Mrudula Rai and her 
Shree Natya Niketan troupe's performance. In their 
presentation, gems of compositions of God-inspired 
Saint singers like Vallabhacharya, Tulsidas, 
Purandaradasa, Annamaya and also Ambujam 
Krishna of the recent past, were strung together to 
evoke Bhakthi.  The success of the Dance Festival 
was due to the aesthetic interpretation and 
presentation of the theme 'Sriman Narayana' by the 
dance troupes in the presence of a large gathering.

FORTHCOMING EVENT
thBhavan's 26  Pongal Music Festival

Date

13.01.2023 at 5.15 pm

14.01.2023 at 6.00 pm

16.01.2023 at 9.30 am

15.01.2023 at 6.00 pm

16.01.2023 at 6.00 pm

17.01.2023 at 6.00 pm

Events
Sangeeth Samrat Award

Muruga Gana Award

Vocal Duet 

Vocal

Sadguru Sri Thyagaraja Aradhana

Vocal Duet 

Vocal

Vocal

Name
Shri Rajkumar Bharathi

Shri N.V.Vaidyanathan

Malladi Brothers Shri Sriram Prasad
 & Dr.Ravi Kumar

Shri S.Saktheraman
Shri Ashwath Narayanan &           
Kum. Sriranjani Santhanagopalan

Papanasam Shri Ashok Ramani

Sikkil Shri C.Gurucharan

Difficulties in your life do not come to destroy you, but to help your realize your hidden poetntial and power. Knowing alone is not enough; we must apply. Willing alone is not enough; we must do.
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HE ORIENTATION

Date: 15.10.2022  
Resource Person:Smt.SasiRekha
Topic: Dream Big  
Class: IX & X

Date: 22.10.2022 
Resource Person: Shri.Pramodkumar M
Topic: Leadership Lessons from Swami Vivekananda 
Class: IX & X

Our students participated in the "International Day 
for the Eradication of Poverty 2022" on 17 October 
2022. It is a sustained mission by Shanthi ashram, 
Kovaipudur,Cbe to eradicate hunger among 
children. With great enthusiasm, the students came 

forward and collected food grains. They also took a 
pledge that they will support and help the needy. 
This helps to inculcate social values in children, who 
are the future builders of our Nation

ALL INDIA CONFERENCE FOR SCIENCE TEACHERS
The science of today is the technology of tomorrow

EVENTS AND HAPPENINGS AT BOTH THE SCHOOLS

Ms. Kavitha(Ajjanur campus) and Ms.Beena 
Jose(RSPuram Campus) attended the "All India 
conference for Science teachers"from 13 to 15 October 
2022 at Bhavan's Vidya Mandir, Elamakkara, Kochi. 
The topic was"Teachers and teaching - Bringing 
professionalism to teachers by understanding 
teacher's role and identity concerning science".  The 
orientation guided to  devise  innovative 
methodologies for making teaching interesting and 
integrating the knowledge of other subjects. 

PARTICIPATION IN THE INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR 
THE ERADICATION OF POVERTY

CARING AND SHARING

VISIT TO NEYAM - THE RESIDENCE 
OF SENIOR CITIZENS

VISIT TO SEVA NILAYAM
 � CHILDRENS' HOME

AJJANUR CAMPUS

RSPURAM CAMPUSAJJANUR CAMPUS

RSPURAM CAMPUS

KALA UTSAV 2022

"Great artists are people who find the way to be 
themselves in their art"

The "KALA UTSAV 2022"- An Annual festival to 
celebrate the talent of school children all over 
Tamilnadu, was conducted on 28 October 2022.  
Our school students bought laurels by winning the 
competition.

Ajjanur School
1. Jishnu, XI std - II place � Folk dance
2. C N. AkshayRam, X std - II place � Vocal folk
3.  S. Shiva Subramanian, X std - III place - Vocal
4. R. Sreeja, X std - III place� Vocal
RSPuram School
1.Deepika T R  - I Prize � Instrumental Music 
2.Eshwar Krishna � II Prize � Instrumental Music
3.Asmitha N � II Prize � Vocal folk

EVENTS & HAPPENINGS AT R.S. PURAM SCHOOL

NAVARATHRI CELEBRATIONS

To acquire knowledge, one must study; but to acquire wisdom, one must observe. The doorstep to the temple of wisdom is a knowledge of our own ignorance.
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HE ORIENTATION

Date: 15.10.2022  
Resource Person:Smt.SasiRekha
Topic: Dream Big  
Class: IX & X

Date: 22.10.2022 
Resource Person: Shri.Pramodkumar M
Topic: Leadership Lessons from Swami Vivekananda 
Class: IX & X
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EVENTS & HAPPENINGS AT AJJANUR SCHOOL

ZONAL LEVEL CAMPOREE FOR SCOUTS & GUIDES

�Prevention is better than cure�
Fire rescue department of Tamilnadu conducted an 
awareness programme for the students of class VII to 
XII on the topic �Fire safety Diwali� on 21.10.2022. 
The students were educated �how to handle crackers 
and celebrate safe Diwali�. 

AWARENESS PROGRAMMEAWARENESS PROGRAMME

VIDYAARAMBHAM - A VOYAGE INTO THE
 OCEAN OF KNOWLEDGE

Vidyaarambham was conducted in our school on 
Vijayadasami on 4.10.22 by offering prayers. The 
students of Pre- KG were given admission.The rituals 
began with the invocation of Lord Brahma Vidya 
Ganapathi for an auspicious start. The importance of 
Aksharabyasa was explained. The parents made 
their child write"Hari sree" on a platter of rice grains 
along with prayers to Lord Ganesha, for education 
free of obstacles and the Goddess of learning -
Saraswathi.

ROAD SAFETY AWARENESS
�Start early, drive slowly, and reach safely�

14 students of our school participated in the �Kutty 
cop� project, a road safety initiative by NGO-UYIR 
which was inaugurated by the Chief Minister of 
Tamil Nadu Shri. M.K. Stalin on 12 October 2022 at 
CODISSIA, Coimbatore.  The students also took an 
oath on the road safety awareness administered by 
the Chief Minister through video conferencing.

DIWALI CELEBRATION

Diwali, 'The festival of lights ' was celebrated on 22 
October 2022 in our campus. The entire school wore a 
festive look with Diyas and Rangoli adorning the 
corridor.  The students in their speech spoke on the 
significance of the festival.  The students showcased 
the spirit of Diwali through a mesmerizing dance 
performance.  They also shared the guidelines on 
being safe while bursting crackers.  The Principal 
Smt. Maheswari wished all on this auspicious day.

Zonal level camporee for the Scouts & Guides was 
organized by the Bharat Scouts & Guides, State 
headquarters at State Training center, Stanley Park, 
Coonoor.10 Scout students from our school 
participated in the three-day camp from 28 to 30 
October 2022. The chief guests of the program
were the Education minister Sri. Anbil Mahesh 
Poyyamozhi, The Nilgiris District Collector Sri. S.P. 
Amrith, and the Minister of Forestry Sri. 
Ramachandran. The students participated in various 
activities such as March past, exhibition, skill-o-
Rama, food plaza, pioneering project, peagent show & 
cultural events. Many students from 22 districts of 

EVENTS & HAPPENINGS AT CBSE  SCHOOL

SCIENCE CLUB ACTIVITY 
 VEGETABLE PRINTING USING NATURAL DYES.

years. Natural dyes are dyes or colourants derived 
from plants, animals, or minerals.

Our Science Club mates tried extracting dye from 
plants and printing shapes on a cloth. They were 
committed in collecting the required materials and 
executing the idea. Beetroot was used to extract red 
dye, turmeric for yellow and young leaves of atropa 
for green dye. The students of Grade 6 used lady's 
finger and onion to make templates for printing on 
the white cloth they had. It was a magical moment for 
them as they watched the etched prints appearing 
bright on the cloth. They even tried to make one 
composite colour 'orange' by mixing red and yellow. 
Almost everyone wanted to print a garden on the 
piece of cloth they had. On the whole it was an 
awesome experience for the students.

VIJAYADASAMI SPECIAL 
  

 VIDYARAMBHAM IS THE DAY WHEN A CHILD 
IS FORMALLY INDUCTED INTO THE WORLD 
OF EDUCATION
On Vijayadashami, 5th October 2022, Wednesday, 
following the elaborate Pooja, Vidyarambham 
started. The new children got the mantra 'OM' on 
their tongue with a golden ring and the Principal held 
the index finger of the children and wrote the mantra 
on a plate full of rice grains. After the ceremony kids 
were taken to the classroom and they enjoyed games 
and had learning fun in the classroom. 

The natural dyes have held untold importance in our 
lives for thousands of years, providing not only 
aesthetic satisfaction but utilitarian uses as well. 
The oldest and most widely used dye is indigo, which 
has been used in India for the last four thousand 

the West zone participated in the camp. Our students 
won first prize in Skill-o-Rama. A demo was 
presented by our students on First-aid.

The goal of education is the advancement of knowledge and the dissemination of truth. 
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CELEBRATION OF LIGHTS   

Deepavali 'The Festival of Lights' was celebrated at 
BVB Public School campus on 21 October 2022. The 
KG classrooms and corridors were decorated with 
lanterns and diyas made by the students.

Hon.Registrar Shri.V.Prabhakar Rao and Joint 
Secretary Shri.C.R. Surya Narayan graced the 
occasion with their words of wisdom and gave away 
prizes to the winners of various competitions held in 
the school during this academic year. Principal 
Smt.C.Jayalatha gave tips to the students on how to 
celebrate safe Deepavali and make it pollution free in 

its purest form by lighting the diyas. Kindergarten 
students enjoyed sparklers and crackers with their 
teachers and friends.  Students from different classes 
with staff members were taken to Senior citizens' 
homes and orphanage to give rice, sweets and 
provision items given by all the students of the 
school.

Various competitions were held in connection with 
the celebration: i) KG - Colouring the diyas, ii) Grade 
I to VI - Wealth out of Waste. Children enjoyed the 
vibes of Deepavali and went home happily.
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B.K.�Krishnaraj�Vanavarayar,�Chairman,�Bharatiya�Vidya�Bhavan,�582,�D.B.�Road,�R.S.�Puram
Coimbatore�-�641�002.  Telephone�:�2542481��E-mail�:�kendra@bvbcbe.in
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Book-Post

To

We welcome suggestions and contributions from the 

readers for improving the quality and content of the 

bulletin.
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