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Dear reader,

This month's personality is Shri.Rabindranath Tagore — the Nobel prize winner. There are also articles on
Sri Gopala Krishna Gokale — Social reformer, Bachendri Pal —first Indian Woman to conquer Mt.Everest. In the
tamil section we have articles on Sadguru Saint Thyagaraja, Gandhian Avinashilingam Chettiar and on other

subjects. We have also reports of the events and happenings at our schools.

Wish you happy reading!
The editorial board

NOBEL LAUREATE - RABINDRANATH TAGORE

{ PERSONALITY OF THE MONTH ]

Rabindranath Tagore, was
born on May 7, 1861, in
Calcutta and died on
August 7, 1941. He was a
Bengali poet, short-story
writer, song composer,
playwright, essayist, and
| painter who introduced

Rabindranath Tagore ~1DEW prose and verse forms
and the use of colloquial language into Bengali
literature, thereby freeing it from traditional models
based on classical Sanskrit. He was highly
influential in introducing Indian culture to the West
and vice versa, and he is generally regarded as the
outstanding creative artist of early 20th-century
India. In 1913 he became the first non-European to
receive the Nobel Prize for Literature.

The son of the religious reformer Debendranath
Tagore, he early began to write verses, and, after
incomplete studies in England in the late 1870s, he
returned to India. He published several books of
poetry in the 1880s and completed Manasi (1890), a
collection that marks the maturing of his genius. It
contains some of his best-known poems, including
many in verse forms new to Bengali, as well as some
social and political satire that was critical of his

fellow Bengalis.

In 1891 Tagore went to East Bengal (now in
Bangladesh) to manage his family's estates at
Shilaidah and Shazadpur for 10 years. There he
often stayed in a houseboat on the Padma River (the
main channel of the Ganges River), in close contact
with village folk, and his sympathy for them became
the keynote of much of his later writing. Most of his
finest short stories, which examine “humble lives
and their small miseries,” date from the 1890s and
have a poignancy, laced with gentle irony, that is
unique to him. Tagore came to love the Bengali
countryside, most of all the Padma River, an often-
repeated image in his verse. During these years he
published several poetry collections, notably Sonar
Tari (1894; The Golden Boat), and plays, notably
Chitrangada (1892; Chitra). Tagore's poems are
virtually untranslatable, as are his more than 2,000
songs, which achieved considerable popularity
among all classes of Bengali society.

In 1901 Tagore founded an experimental school in
rural West Bengal at Shantiniketan (“Abode of
Peace”), where he sought to blend the best in the
Indian and Western traditions. He settled
permanently at the school, which became Visva-
Bharati University in 1921. Years of sadness arising

You can't cross the sea merely by standing and staring at the water.

- Rabindranath Tagore




from the deaths of his wife and two children between
1902 and 1907 are reflected in his later poetry, which
was introduced to the West in Gitanjali (Song
Offerings) (1912). This book, containing Tagore's
English prose translations of religious poems from
several of his Bengali verse collections, including
Gitanjali (1910), was hailed by W.B. Yeats and André
Gide and won him the Nobel Prize in 1913. Tagore
was awarded a knighthood in 1915, but he
repudiated it in 1919 as a protest against the
Amritsar (Jallianwalla Bagh) Massacre.

From 1912 Tagore spent long periods out of India,
lecturing and reading from his work in Europe, the
Americas, and East Asia and becoming an eloquent
spokesperson for the cause of Indian independence.
Tagore's novels in Bengali are less well known than
his poems and short stories. In the late 1920s, when
he was in his 60s, Tagore took up painting and
produced works that won him a place among India's
foremost contemporary artists.

https:/ /www.britannica.com

MOTILAL NEHRU

Pioneer in forming the Indian National Congress

Motilal Nehru was one of
the key figures of Indian
politics and made his
contribution in the
formation of Indian
National Congress.

Motilal Nehru was one of
the key figures of Indian
politics and also in the
history of the Indian
National Congress. He
was born on May 6, 1861 in Agra, Uttar Pradesh. He
was a lawyer by profession and served as the
President of Congress twice. An important figure in
the Indian freedom struggle, he was the father of
India's first Prime Minister Jawahar Lal Nehru and
grandfather of Indira Gandhi, the first woman PM of
India.

He was born on May 6, 1861 to Gangadhar Nehru,
who died three months prior to his birth. His
father was a Kotwal in Delhi during Bahadur Shah
Zafar's rule but when the Revolution of 1957 took
place, he left Delhi and moved to Agra where Motilal
was born.

Motilal had two elder brothers, Bansidhar and
Nandlal Nehru, the latter was the Diwan of Khetriin
Rajasthan and had taken care of Motilal as his own
heir, financing his education by sending him to the
University of Cambridge where he graduated with a
Law degree and became one of the first Indians to get
"Western education'

He started his career by practicing as a lawyer in
Kanpur and later moving to Allahabad

In 1900, he purchased a huge mansion in Civil Lines
in Allahabad and named it Anand Bhavan. It was
later turned into a museum when Indira Gandhi
handed it over to the Indian government. The
museum displays everything about the Nehru-
Gandhi family

He reached the peak of his law career in 1909, when
he gained the approval of appearing in the Privy
Council of Great Britain

He became the President of the Indian National
Congress (INC) in 1919 from Amritsar and the
second time in Calcuttain 1928

He was arrested in 1922 during the Non-
Cooperation Movement

He formed the Swaraj Party with Deshbandhu
Chittaranjan Das and was also elected to the United
Provinces Legislative Council of British India in
New Delhi and became the leader of the opposition

His son entered the political arena in 1916 and
became highly active in it. He finally handed over the
Presidency to his son Jawahar Lal Nehru

Motilal Nehru College of Delhi University is named
after him

Motilal Nehru was very fond of Mahatma Gandhi
under whose advice he gave up his lavish life style
and started wearing khadi.

Due to the deterioration of his health, he passed
away on Febuary 6, 1931.

( The highest education is that which does not merely give us information but makes our life in

harmony with all existence.

- Rabindranath Tagore )




GOPAL KRISHNA GOKHALE

Social Reformer and Political Guru of Mahatma Gandhi

Gopal Krishna Gokhale was a great
social reformer and educationist
who provided exemplary leadership
to India's freedom movement. Gopal
Krishna Gokhale was born on 9 May
1866 in Kotluk village in present-
day Maharashtra (then part of the
Bombay Presidency) in a Brahmin
family. Gokhale worked towards social
empowerment, expansion of education, struggle for
freedom in India for three decades and rejected the
use of reactionary or revolutionary ways.

Between 1899 and 1902, he was a member of the
Bombay Legislative Council followed by work at the
Imperial Legislative Council from 1902 till his death
in 1915. At the Imperial legislature, Gokhale played
a key role in framing the Morley-Minto reforms of
1909.

He was associated with the Moderate Group of
Indian National Congress, which he joined in 1889.

He became president of INC in 1905 in Banaras
session. This was the time when bitter differences
had arisen between his group of 'Moderates' and the
'Extremists' led by Lala Lajpat Rai and Bal
Gangadhar Tilak among others. The two factions
split at the Surat session of 1907. Despite the
ideological difference, in 1907, he intensely
campaigned for the release of Lala Lajpat Rai, who
was imprisoned that year by the British at Mandalay
in present-day Myanmar.

He established the Servants of India Society in 1905
for the expansion of Indian education. He was also
associated with the Sarvajanik sabha journal
started by Govind Ranade. In 1908, Gokhale
founded the Ranade Institute of Economics. He
started English weekly newspaper, The Hitavada
(The people's paper).

As a liberal nationalist, he is regarded by Mahatma
Gandhi as his political guru. Gandhi wrote a book in
Gujarati dedicated to the leader titled 'Dharmatma
Gokhale'.

-

| Bachendri Pal became India's first
woman mountaineer to conquer Mt
Everest on May 23, 1984. She has
4 been awarded with Padma Shri,
Arjuna Award, and many more.

1 On May 23, 1984, Bachendri Pal
created history by reaching the
height of world's highest mountain
peak, Mount Everest. She also made
India proud by becoming first woman mountaineer
to reach the peak a day before turning thirteen. Pal
accomplished her dreams at a time when women
were not encouraged to participate in sports and in
fact, her family had also raised objections against
her decision.

At a very young age of 12, she and her friends
climbed a 13,123 feet high peak during a school
picnic. Pal attended Nehru institute of
Mountaineering where she scaled Mt Gangotri and
Mt Rudragaria. Due to her extraordinary skills in
mountaineering, she secured a job as an instructor
at training school for women operated by the
National Adventure Foundation. Pal was one of the
members among eleven men and six women

BACHENDRI PAL - ON TOP OF THE WORLD
Bachendri Pal Became 1st Indian Woman To Conquer Everest 38 Years Ago on May 22

mountaineers who were selected for expedition to
Mount Everestin 1984.

Born in a Bhotiya family in Nakuri village in
Uttarakhand's Uttarkashi district, Bachendri Pal's
father Kishan Singh Pal was a tradesman working
as groceries supplier to Tibet from India. Pal's family
members raised questions when she decided to leave
her teaching career and pursue mountaineering, but
her determination and focus on her dreams did not
let her quit the climb. When an avalanche had buried
their camp during their adventure and all her team
members decided to return but she continued her
endeavour and was joined by Ang Dorjee and some
other mountaineers on May 22, 1984.

Bachendri Pal was awarded Padma Shri in 1984,
Arjuna Award in 1986, National Adventure Award in
1994, and Padma Bhushan recently in 2019. She has
also published her autobiography- “Everest- My
journey to the Top” through National Book Trust,
Delhi. In March 2021 she had announced she will
lead a 10-member team of women aged above 50 in a
five-month-long expedition from eastern to western
Himalaya beginning in May, however, due to current
pandemic the program has been rescheduled.

( Faith is the bird that feels the light when the dawn is still dark.

- Rabindranath Tagore )




EVENTS & HAPPENINGS AT COIMBATORE KENDRA

DISCOURSE BY H H SWAMI PARAMARTHANANDA

Arsha Vidya Gurukulam and Bharatiya Vidya
Bhavan conducted talks on Uddhava Gita — Chapter
5 by H H Swami Paramarthananda at Bhavan's
auditorium from 24th April to 30th April 2022. There
was a very good response from the public for his
talks. In the morning he gave talks on Advaita
Makaranta, which is an advanced Prakarana
Grantha composed in the 15th Century by
Lakshmidara Kavi. It consists of 28 verses and
establishes the oneness of Jivatma and Brahmam.

Shri. N.V.Nagasubramaniam, Vice Chairman,
Cbe Kendra honouring Swamiji

Attentive audience listening to the Swamiji

FORTHCOMING EVENT - COIMBATORE KENDRA

The name refers to the honey of Advaita that dips
from the verses.

Swami Paramarthananda gave talks on Uddhava
Gita chapter 5 in the evening. Uddhava Gita is an
extraordinary teaching by Lord Krishna to
Uddhava, who is a good friend of Krishna and a
staunch devotee too. The self-destruction of Yadava
clan leaves Uddhava shaken. And Lord Krishna
pacifies him and introduces him to the highest
philosophic concepts.

. ®
Shri.V.Prabhakar Rao, Registrar, Cbe Kendra
honouring Swamiji with a garland.
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H H Swami Paramarthananda giving his talks
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LAUDABLE STUDENT LEADERS

"Optimism is the faith that leads to achievement."

The Award function to acknowledge and commend
the student leaders for their character, perseverance
and diligence in upholding the spirit of Bhavan of
both the schools of Coimbatore Kendra was held on
18.04.2022 at BVB, R.S Puram School with full zest
and spirit. The delegates included the Chairman
Shri. B.K Krishnaraj Vanavarayar, the Treasurer
Shri. M. Alagiri Swamy, the Registrar Shri. V.
Prabhakar Rao, the Joint Secretary Shri. C R
Suriyanarayanan, the Principals Shri. R.G Shankar
and Smt. D Maheswari.

The program commenced with the rendering of
Prayer song by the school choir. It was a mystical
experience. The welcome address was delivered by
the Principal of RSPuram school Shri. R.G Shankar.
He quoted DR. A.P.J Abdul Kalam in his speech and
quoted a few Thirrukural couplets to vitalise the
environment. Then, the students of class XII shared
their earnest feelings about the school and the aura
provided by Bhavan for their overall blooming. They

also emphasised on the importance of Human
Excellence in their character building.

The Presidential address was given by the
Chairman Shri. B.K Krishnaraj Vanavarayar. He
stimulated the students to believe in 3 C's-
Character, Culture and Country. He also apprised
the students to make this country an ideal nation
with their service and sacrifice.

Then, the awards were distributed for the C
Subramanian Award, Shri Pranlal Nanjee Devkaran
Award, SPL, ASPL, JSPL, Sports Captain, All
Rounder Award and Swami Vivekananda Award for
Excellence. The recipients were commended by the
audience for their leadership skills, dedication and
diligence. The vote of thanks was proposed by the
Principal of Bhavan's Ajjanur school Smt. D.
Maheshwari. She expressed her gratitude towards
the members of the Management for their
continuous support and allegiance towards the
school. The program ended with Bhavan's anthem
followed by the National Anthem.

BHAVAN'S PUBLIC SCHOOL (CBSE) ACTIVITIES

| COMMENCEMENT OF CLASSES )

Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan Public School had a grand
opening of the academic year 2022-23 in its campus
on 06.04.2022. The campus was well decorated to
welcome its first parents and students. Swami
Vivekananda statue installed at the entrance of the
CBSE School caught the attention of every parent
and they offered flowers while entering and spoke
high of the principles of Swami Vivekananda which
will be followed. The traditional lamp was lit by
student representatives of different classes. The
function was presided by the Chairman
Dr.B.K.KrishnarajVanavarayar. Management
committee members -the Correspondent

Shri.M.Alagirisamy, the Joint SecretaryShri. C.R.
Suryanarayan, the Registrar Shri. V. Prabhakar Rao
and Shri. Raveendran were also present for the
function.

In the august presence of the dignitaries, the
Principal of BVB Public School Smt. C. Jayalatha
welcomed the gathering.

In the presidential address, the Chairman Dr B. K.
Krishnaraj Vanavarayar, said that education at
Bhavan is Modern in outlook, yet firmly rooted in
tradition. By empowering the youth, the society can
be enriched. He insisted on the importance of serving

( Every child comes with the message that God is not yet discouraged of man.

- Rabindranath Tagore )




the society that we live in, which will be inculcated in
every child of Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan.

The parent representatives expressed the reason
why they chose Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan Public
School for their child.

A book on 'Education' by Swami Vivekananda and
another book 'Bhavan's at a Glance' was given to
every parent. The parents went around the campus
and appreciated the infrastructure available. The
programme ended with National Anthem.
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The 'Talent Hunt' took place on 22 April, 2022, where

students of grade I — VI exhibited various skills
from dance to playing musical instruments, and
speeches to fireless cooking and many more. This
provided a platform for the students to exhibit their
talents. Each participant had three minutes to
showcase their innate talents. Events like these not
only help the participating students to show their
abilities but also motivate other students to come
forward confidently and show their hidden potential.
Students enjoyed watching their friends' talents and
encouraged them.

( Don't limit a child to your own learning, for he was born in another time.

- Rabindranath Tagore >




EVENTS & HAPPENINGS AT RSPURAM SCHOOL

| LIGHTING CEREMONY |

The Lighting Ceremony was celebrated with full
certitude and allegiance at BVB, R.S Puram School.
The delegation included the Chief guest of the day
Smt.Geetha Gopinath (Former Principal, SBOA
School), members of the Management and the
Principal. The program commenced with the
recitation of Prayer song sung by the school choir. It
cast a spell on the whole audience. The welcome
address was delivered by Shreya of class XI.
Subsequently, the mother lamp was kindled to
stimulate the skill of wisdom, service and sacrifice in
the aspirants of class X and XII towards the society.
The students of both X and XII standard pledged to
strive harder for all the upcoming challenges in life.
Students of class X and XII shared their earnest
feelings in the form of Reflections. They were feeling

indebted towards the school management, the
Principal and the teachers. All of them cherished the
moments they had during 14 years of education in
the school. A dynamic Bharatnatyam Dance
performance was presented by the students of class
XII. It was an ethereal experience. The chief guest of
the day in her address, vitalized the children by
invoking the zeal to accomplish one's dreams
through diligence. The Registrar Shri. V Prabhakar
Rao addressed the gathering. He apprised the
students to realise their own potential and exhibit
the worthwhile results. The Joint Secretary Shri. C
R Suriya Narayanan conveyed his best wishes to the
aspirants of class X and XII. The Principal Shri. R.G
Shankar thanked all the delegates on the dais for
their words of sagacity. The vote of thanks was
delivered by Kashish of class XI.

EVENTS & HAPPENINGS AT AJJANUR SCHOOL

| HUMANITIES DAY CELEBRATION )

“The calling of the humanities is to make us truly
human in the best sense of the world.”

Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan celebrated the
“Humanities day” to honour the study of Humanities
on 1 April 2022. The celebration started with a
prayer which was followed by the Patriotic songs and
English speech that signified the importance of
fundamental rights and duties.

The speech delivered by the dJoint Secretary
highlighted the duties and rights of a citizen. The
Registrar in his address, emphasized on “Dharma”
and its implementation in various aspects of life,

Later the

with examples from Ramayana.
exhibition was inaugurated by the Chief guests.

The program was made colourful by cultural events,
fancy dress competition and talent show.

( Music fills the infinite between two souls.

- Rabindranath Tagore >




| LIGHTING CEREMONY |

“A lamp does not speak, it introduces itself through
its light. Achievers never expose themselves but
their achievements expose them.”

The lighting ceremony was held on 6th April 2022 for
the students of classes 10, 11 and 12 std. The
dignitaries on the dais lighted the lamp and
inaugurated the ceremony.

The Registrar, Joint secretary and the Principal
along with the teachers, lit the lamp of 360 students
which symbolizes wisdom, knowledge and
compassion followed by recitation of oath, pledging
themselves to uphold the duties, administered by
Ms. Manju.

The Registrar, Sri.Prabakar Rao gave a motivational
speech and gave 5 useful tips to achieve in life. He
advised the students to be an achiever, keep growing,
be ethical, care for people and have Trust in God.

He also shared his life experience and concluded his
address with a parable of a pencil. The Joint
Secretary, Shri.Suryanarayan addressed the
gathering with his motivational words and wished
the students for their board examination.

At the end of the program, students of classes X,
XI and XII std shared their experience which they
had in school.

[ RAJYA PURASKAR GOVERNOR AWARD TEST CAMP )

“The sport in scouting is to find the good in
every boy/ girl and develop it”.

Rajya puraskar Governor Award test camp was

conducted at CCMA Govt. Girls. Hr. Sec. School,
Raja Street, Coimbatore on 24 April 2022.

10 Guides and 17 Scouts participated in the camp
accompanied by the Guide captain Ms. Jayanthi
Rajendiran and Scout master Mr. Isaac. The main
purpose of scouts and Guides was to build up good
discipline and character among the students.

The camp started at 9:15 am with a prayer. The
students were divided into groups in order to attend
an oral test & written test. Mr. Diravia kani from
Coonoor was the external examiner. After the
practical test, the camp concluded at 5:30pm.

| VISIT TO NEYAM

THE OLD AGE HOME |

On 29 April 2022, as a part of H.E activity, 26
students of Vivekananda Forum and two teachers
visited 'NEYAM' - the old age home at Vadavalli,
Coimbatore.

It was an amazing experience for the students as
well as the teachers. The students also got an
opportunity to offer some items like Rice, Wheat, Dal
etc., and few clothes were also donated to them.

Students engaged them with some devotional songs
and got their blessings. Family values are the roots
of the next generation.

( Let us not pray to be sheltered from dangers but to be fearless when facing them.

N

- Rabindranath Tagore
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