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Dear reader,
This month's personality is Shri.T V Sundaram Iyengar � a true visionary. We have also included articles on 
Shri.Dadasaheb Phalke � Father of Indian Cinema, Shri.Ramanathan Krishnan � legendary tennis player and 
Smt.Kasturba Gandhi - . Few photographs and reports on schools, some interesting facts about India also 
feature in this edition. In the Tamil section we have write ups on Shri.Alagappa Chettiar, Edison of India � 
Shri.G D Naidu. An article on Greatness of friendship in Ramayana is also included.
The editorial board

T.V. Sundaram Iyengar 
was a man of principles 
and a true visionary. 
During the 1930's, when 
riding an automobile was 
still a distant dream for 
many Indians, he had the 
vision to start the first ever 
rural  bus service in 
Madurai. Business was not 
o n l y  a  p a s s i o n  f o r  

Sundaram Iyengar, but also a service to the common 
man. His innovative and visionary ideas, hard work 
and determination formed the base for 'T.V 
Sundaram Iyengar and Sons Group of Companies', 
one of India's largest industrial conglomerates. The 
group started by Iyengar extended its services to 
motor industry, motor services and finances in the 
following years. No wonder, today he is regarded as 
one of the most successful industrialists of his time. 
T.V Sundaram Iyengar was also a forward thinker 
and a stringent follower of Gandhian philosophies. 
Let us know all about his life, feats and deeds in the 
write-up below.

T.V Sundaram Iyengar was born in 1877 in 
Thirukkurungudi in Thirunelveli district in present 
day Tamil Nadu (then a part of Madras Presidency). 
Sundaram Iyengar started his career as a lawyer 
after which he moved on to work for Indian railways 
and later in a bank.

As Sundaram Iyengar always had a passion for 
business, he left his job and ventured into motor 
transport industry. In 1912, he started the first bus 
service in the city of Madurai. In 1923, he 
established the T.V Sundaram Iyengar and Sons 
Group of Companies, which paved way for the origin 
of the 'TVS Group'. During the Second World War, 
when Madras Presidency faced huge petrol scarcity, 
he went on to design and start TVS Gas Plant in 
order to meet the demands of the people. He also 
started factories for rubber retreading besides 
Madras Auto Service Limited and Sundaram Motors 
Limited. Among these, Madras Auto Service Limited 
was the largest distributor of General Motors in 
1950's.

Thus, a business, which started as a passion of a 
single man, evolved into a flourishing family 
business. Four distinct branches began to work 
under the name 'TVS'. TVS group is currently the 
largest automobile distribution company in India. It 
enjoys a turnover of about US $8.5billion. The group 
functions in varied fields like automotive component 
manufacturing, automotive dealerships, electronics 
and finances and employs over 60, 000 people. They 
are also into IT solutions and services.

Apart from being an industrialist, T.V Sundaram 
Iyengar was a patron of art and a forward thinker. 
Under the auspice of Mahatma Gandhi, he got his 
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Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if you were to live forever.
- Kasturba Gandhi



teenage daughter, who was a widow, remarried. 
Rajaji, a senior statesman of Congress heaved praise 
on Sundaram Iyengar for the gesture of announcing 
retirement and passing on the business to his 
children. T.V Sundaram has five sons and three 
daughters and the business was shared by the male 
members of the family. T.S Santhanam, the youngest 
son of T.V Sundaram is the founder of 'Sundaram 
Finance' and is regarded as the 'Father of Truck 
Finance Industry' in India.

T.V Sundaram was the one who laid the foundation 
for the motor transport industry in Southern India. 
He is credited for starting Madurai's first bus 
service. During Second World War, when people 

faced scarcity of petrol, he designed and initiated 
TVS Gas Plant. 

The history of TV Sundaram Iyengar and Sons group 
of companies can be traced back to Thirukurungudi 
Venkagaruswamy Sundaram Iyengar who quit his 
lucrative careers in railways and started his own 
business. He initiated the first bus service in 
Madurai and consolidated their presence in the 
transportation business in a period when such a kind 
of business was nowhere heard of, especially in 
Southern India.

Sundram Iyengar was honoured by the Union 
Government of India by unveiling busts in bronze 
and in marble in the city of Madurai, Tamil Nadu on 
7th August 1956.
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The weak can never forgive. Forgiveness is the attribute of the strong.
- Kasturba Gandhi

Happiness is when what you think, what you say, and what you do are in harmony.
- Kasturba Gandhi

DADASAHEB PHALKE

D h u n d i r a j  G o v i n d  P h a l k e ,  
popularly known as Dadasaheb 
Phalke, was an Indian producer-
director-screenwriter, known as the 
Father of Indian cinema.

Phalke made his acting debut with 
Raja Harishchandra in 1913, now 
known as India's first full-length 

feature. He made 95 movies and 26 short films in his 
career spanning 19 years, till 1937, including his 
most noted works: Mohini Bhasmasur (1913), 
Satyavan Savitri (1914), Lanka Dahan (1917), Shri 
Krishna Janma (1918) and Kaliya Mardan (1919).

The Dadasaheb Phalke Award, for lifetime 
contribution to cinema, was instituted in his honour 
by the Government of India in 1969. The award was 
introduced by the Government of India to 
commemorate Dadasaheb Phalke's contribution to 

Indian cinema. The award is one of the most 
prestigious awards in Indian cinema and is the 
highest official recognition for film personalities in 
the country. A postage stamp bearing his face was 
released by India Post to honour him in 1971. An 
honorary award from the Dadasaheb Phalke 
Academy Mumbai was introduced in the year. The 
Dadasaheb Phalke Award is India's highest award in 
the field of cinema. It is presented annually at the  
National Award ceremony by the Director of flim 
festivals, an organisation set up by the Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting. The recipient is 
honoured for their "outstanding contribution to the 
growth and development of Indian cinema" and is 
selected by a committee consisting of eminent 
personalities from the Indian film industry. The 
award comprises a Swarna Kamal (Golden Lotus), a , 
and a cash prize of   �1,000,000  (US$13,000). 

RAMANATHAN KRISHNAN 

R a m a n a t h a n  
Krishnan is the first 
Asian to win the 
Wimbledon junior 
Singles title, reached 
the semifinals of  
Wimbledon in 1960 
and 1961 and was 

ranked World No.3 tennis player in 1960. He won the 
national senior title eight years on the row.

In the early 19th century, when lawn tennis was 
introduced to the Indian masses, the game was 

dominated by the British, the inventors of the game. 
Most of the national titles were won by foreign 
players, largely due to the fact that Indian talent was 
undiscovered. During the time, the English tennis 
players dominated the game. Soon after, Indian 
players started featuring in the game, extensively. 
They made India's presence felt at the national level. 
One among the trendsetters, who popularized lawn 
tennis among the Indians, is Ramanathan 
Krishnan. He was one among the world's leading 
tennis players in the 1950s and 1960s.

Krishnan learned the skills and nuances of tennis 
from his father - T.K. Ramanathan. After acquiring 
the skills, Krishnan soon went on to make it big at 
the national level. He swept all the junior titles at the 
national circuit, thus emerging as a promising 
player. In 1954, Ramanathan Krishnan received 
international accolade, when he became the first 
Asian player to win the boy's singles title at 
Wimbledon by defeating Ashley Cooper in the final. 
In 1960, he made it to the semi-finals of the men's 
singles competition at Wimbledon. However, he was 
defeated by Neale Fraser at the event. Nonetheless, 
Ramanathan reached the Wimbledon semi-finals 
once again, in the following year.

In 1960, Ramanathan Krishnan was ranked World 
No.3 tennis player, for the delivery of outstanding 

performances in a consistent manner. He regularly 
featured on the Indian Davis Cup team between 
1953 and 1975. Due to his remarkable performance 
at the national level, he was included in the Indian 
team, to play at the 1966 Davis Cup. The team 
reached the finals. Ramanathan Krishnan received 
nationwide accolade for winning the Indian national 
tennis titles for eight years at a row. Today, even 
though he has taken retirement from the game, he is 
remembered for his scintillating performances and 
the contribution in making tennis in India stand 
equivalent to other countries at the international 
stage. 

https://www.iloveindia.com/sports/tennis/
players/ramanathan-krishnan.html

KASTURBA GANDHI
� the feisty woman whose patience inspired Gandhi's call for satyagraha

Kasturba Gandhi is  
largely remembered as 
Mahatma Gandhi's wife. 
But she was, by his own 
a d m i s s i o n ,  t h e  
i n s p i r a t i o n  b e h i n d  
satyagraha. Kasturba 
Gandhi's life was too far 
e n t r e n c h e d  i n  h e r  

husband's � Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi � to 
pry apart. Born on 11 April 1869 as Kastur Kapadia, 
little is known of her life before her marriage. But the 
glimpses available paint the portrait of a woman of 
exceeding patience with an unwavering will.
Her silence in the face of Gandhi's magnanimity is 
often read as submission, or absolute devotion, to her 
husband. That very well may have been the case � 
she was, after all, steadfastly by his side no matter 
what.
As often happens with women, Kasturba's role in the 
freedom struggle and her influence over Gandhi's 
life has been relegated to the shadows. But without 
her �unfailing cooperation�, Gandhi himself once 
admitted, �I might have been in the abyss.�
Freedom struggle
Kasturba was first arrested in 1913 in Durban for 
protesting against the Cape Supreme Court's 
decision to declare the marriages from religions 
permitting polygamy � including Hinduism � to be 
null and void. 
Despite her husband's dissuasion, which included 
telling her that her participation would be 
disgraceful if it weakened her health, She 

participated, and it wrecked her health too, but 
nothing stopped her from dedicating herself to 
satyagraha.
She was arrested three more times upon returning to 
India, including in 1939, when the women of Rajkot 
asked her to protest with them against British rule. 
It earned her a month of solitary confinement.
�She had great courage, both physical and moral, as 
can be seen from the grave illnesses she suffered and 
overcame, the hardships of her early days in South 
Africa and during her imprisonments,� �In fact she 
was a source of strength to her fellow women 
prisoners.�
After having moved back to India in 1915, 
Kasturba's gentle persuasion touched the lives of 
many women, and she proved herself to be a crucial 
tool in furthering the movement.
If Gandhi beckoned women to join the movement, it 
was Kasturba who gave them conviction. While 
Gandhi was in jail, she made a speech as part of the 
Quit India movement on 9 August 1942, saying, �The 
women of India have to prove their mettle. They 
should all join in this struggle, regardless of caste or 
creed. Truth and nonviolence must be our 
watchwords.�
Her final spell of jail time came in 1943, when she 
was 74. Her health quickly deteriorated, and she 
suffered two heart attacks over the course of one 
week.
She finally passed away on 22 February of 1944, 
three years before the Independence she ardently 
fought for and four years before her husband was 
shot dead at a prayer meet in Delhi. 
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Don't listen to friends when the Friend inside you says Do this.
- Kasturba Gandhi

My life is my message.
- Kasturba Gandhi
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EVENTS & HAPPENINGS @ BVB PUBLIC SCHOOL

INAUGURATION OF LIBRARY 

Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan Public School inaugurated 
its 'Resource Centre' on 3rd March 2022. 
Correspondent Shri M.Alagiriswamy inaugurated 
the Library. Joint Secretary Shri C.R.Suraya-
narayan and Registrar Shri V.Prabhakar Rao 
presided over the event. Library is on the first floor of 
the school. It is a spacious well-planned Library with 
separate sections for books on each subject.

Our Little Champs celebrated the same day as 
'Reading Day'. Children were taken to Library and the teacher narrated a story to them. Students 

enjoyed being in Library.

MATH DAY CELEBRATION 

In connection with 'Pi Day', the Kindergarten kids 
celebrated 'Math Day' by involving themselves in 
many Math activities. Children involved in Math 
games like comparing numbers with objects, 
counting on with card and dice, pattern with beads, 
etc.,.Students enthusiastically participated in all 
activities and learnt backward counting and skip 
counting. 

HAPPY RANGWALI

Yes, Holi, the festival of colours was celebrated on 
18th March 2022(Friday) by Bharatiya Vidya 
Bhavan Public School. To celebrate this colours day, 
a special assembly was conducted by the students of 
Kindergarten. The Principal of the school advised 

EVENTS & HAPPENINGS @ RS PURAM SCHOOL

NATIONAL SCIENCE DAY CELEBRATION - 01.03.2022

National Science Day was celebrated with full zeal 
and enthusiasm @BVB R.S Puram, Coimbatore. The 
chief guest of the day Dr. Nagarajan, members of the 
Management and the Principal had presided over to 
grace the function. The program commenced with 
the chant of Prayer song. It converted the whole 
ambience into a magical world. The welcome address 
was delivered by the Principal. He cited the 
achievements of Indian Scientists since 1947. 
Subsequently, the Science exhibition was 
inaugurated by the delegates on the dais and then 
the Science teachers were lauded for their diligence 
and determination. The C.V Raman award was 
presented to Vishal Seshadri of class XI for his active 
participation in scientific pursuits. The chief guest 
addressed the gathering with his words of wisdom. 
The children were elated to hear about his 
accomplishments in the research work. The 
Registrar Sh. Prabhakar Rao addressed the 
gathering and presented a Power Point Presentation 

on An insight on 'Advances in Medical Imaging and 
Ultrasound Technology'. The audience was thrilled 
to know about the latest techniques and methods 
being used for medical grounds. Then, the delegates 
visited the exhibition organised by the students to 
showcase their scientific knacks. The students had 
produced many projects like Earthquake Alarm 
System, Water Filtration System, Electric lift and 
Ultrasound Sensing cars etc. They were delighted to 
see the young minds doing wonders in the scientific 
hands-on arena.

INTER HOUSE COMPETITION � 19.03.2022

Drawing  - water animals

Making Aquarium

the kids and teachers to play safe Holi. The 
significance of the festival was discussed with the 
students. Their palm impressions decorated the 
chart with different colours. Festive mood filled the 
entire campus. Little ones celebrated Holi with great 
pomp and fervour.
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Whenever you have truth it must be given with love, or the message and the messenger will be rejected.
- Kasturba Gandhi

We must become the change we want to see.
- Kasturba Gandhi

NATIONAL SCIENCE DAY - 2.3.2022

EVENTS & HAPPENINGS @ AJJANUR SCHOOL

�The science of today is the technology of tomorrow�

- Edward Teller

National Science day is celebrated in Ajjanur school 
every year to give awareness in the field of science 
and technology. This year too  National Science Day 
was celebrated with great enthusiasm. Students 
exhibited their science projects. Various other 
cultural activities were also performed by the 
students. Our Registrar Sri.V.Prabhakar Rao 
highlighted advances in medical imaging, which was 
well received by the students. Joint Secretary Sri 
C.R.Suryanarayan briefed the significance of the 
day. As a part of National Science Day,  the9th and 

11thstd students attended the interaction session on 
the topic �Science and Sustainability� at Bharatiyar 
University.

WOMEN'S DAY

�Women are the real architect of our society�

Women's day was celebrated on 8th March at open 
auditorium in our school premises. The celebration 
started with a prayer, sung by Ms.Bharathi 
kannamma.

Ms.Deivanai welcomed the gathering and 
Ms.Anushruthi entertained the gathering by 
singing a song. A game was conducted and all the 
teachers participated enthusiastically. The 
Principal congratulated and wished all the teachers.

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF MATHEMATICS
�Life is a math equation. In order to gain the most, 
you have to know how to convert negative into 
positive.�

The school always wishes to give a very good 
experience to students by conducting Science Day, 
Math Day and all other types of knowledge and 
activity-based events. Therefore they get the 
confidence, to accomplish their expected goals. The 
students were given an awareness on the 
importance of the Mathematics day. The students 
demonstrated their math projects. The winners of 
the math quiz were awarded certificates. The 
Registrar Shri V. Prabhakar Rao inaugurated the 
exhibition and conveyed message to the young minds 

in his speech. He emphasized that proficiency with 
Human Excellence will be always successful. And he 
wished and motivated the students and teachers to 
perform everything excellently.

YELLOW DAY CELEBRATION

�Shades of yellow stimulates our little ones with 
happiness and optimism�.

With an objective to recapitulate and reinforce the 
effects of yellow colour, KG celebrated 'yellow day' on 
17.03.2022.

A day dedicated to the yellow colour was marked 
with children dressed in yellow. Children were not 
only beautifully dressed in yellow dresses but also 
brought snacks and food in yellow colour to make it a 
complete 'yellow day'.

Focusing on the theme, the teachers planned art and 
craft activities. Cheerful children attired in yellow 
outfits were sparkling with happiness and optimism.

The motive of celebrating this yellow colour day was 
to make the children aware of yellow colour, its 
significance and to develop fine motor skills in the 
children. They spent the day with utmost enjoyment.

DEWORMING DAYVACCINATION DAY

As per the Government instructions, all the 
children were given the deworming tablets  to 

commemorate National deworming day

Eligible students of the age 
group 12 to 15 (classes vii to 
ix) were vaccinated on 
25.03.2022

INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT INDIA

5000 years old, Varanasi is One of The Oldest 
Inhabited Places in the World

Situated on the banks of river Ganges the holy city
of Banaras or Varanasi is at least 3000 years old. 

According to Hindu Mythology, Lord Shiva found 
this city 5000 years ago.

A Meteor formed the Breathtaking Lonar Lake 
in Maharashtra
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Whenever you have truth it must be given with love, or the message and the messenger will be rejected.
- Kasturba Gandhi

We must become the change we want to see.
- Kasturba Gandhi
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There is more to life than increasing its speed.
- Kasturba Gandhi

9

A 4-hour drive from Aurangabad and doubling as 
Maharashtra's best-kept secret, this lake was 
created by a plummeting meteor about 52,000 years 
ago. Travel enthusiasts must not miss this 
astronomical marvel and the temples around it.

Mysterious Anti-Gravity Hills In Ladakh, 
Magnetic Hill

With the anti-gravitational effect, this is the only 
magnetic hill in India. Landmarked by a yellow 
notice board that spells out instructions and asks 
you place your car on neutral gear right on the spot 
marked by white paint, this one will leave you in awe 
as your car will begin to move uphill on its own.

World's Only Floating Post Office in Dal Lake 
in Srinagar

India is not only known for the most significant 
number of post offices in the world, but it has its very 
own floating post office on Dal Lake in Srinagar. 
Perched on a houseboat, it also includes a philately 
museum within itself. 

Bandra-Worli Sea Link Has steel Wires Equal 
to Earth's Circumference



       
               
  

  
             
 
       
  


   
    
      
    
     
    
     
   
     
    

     


     
    

     



    
    
    
      
     






    
     


  
            
                      

   


    
     
     
      

    
     
   (CECRI)  


     



   




    






This is a Fact About India that many probably don't 
know. Each of the cables is capable of holding 900 
tons of weight. The entire establishment's weight is 
equivalent to that of 50,000 African elephants. The 
first cable-stayed bridge on open sea in India.

There's a Day Dedicated To Dr.A.P.J. Abdul 
Kalam in Switzerland Called Science Day!

Dr. Kalam had visited Switzerland on May 26th 
2006, and that day is nationally known as Science 
Day in Switzerland Considering his vast expertise in 
the field of science and technology Switzerland 
considered the president as the father of India's 
missile program. He performed many roles as a great 
scientist, teacher, president, and motivator and 
above all played a role of a great human being. He is 
known as the Missile man of India who dedicated 
every moment of his life for the growth of the nation.

Most Visited Place in the World, the Golden 
Temple in Amritsar

Awarded by the World Book of Records, the Golden 
Temple of Amritsar is the most visited place in the 
world with over one lakh devotees flocking at the 
shrine every single day.
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Hon. Registrar, BVB
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Hon. Registrar, BVB



B.K.�Krishnaraj�Vanavarayar,�Chairman,�Bharatiya�Vidya�Bhavan,�582,�D.B.�Road,�R.S.�Puram
Coimbatore�-�641�002.  Telephone�:�2542481��E-mail�:�kendra@bvbcbe.in
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Book-Post

To

We welcome suggestions and contributions from the 

readers for improving the quality and content of the 

bulletin.
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