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Dear reader,

We have featured Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, who founded Benares Hindu University as the personality of
this month. There is an article on Vellalore A. Sundaram, a staunch Gandhiite, who was a great freedom fighter
and educationist. We have carried an article describing how Jawaharlal Nehru's ability to take quick and firm
decisions has carried the nation towards progress. The annual dance festival conducted by the Bhavan, the
events at the schools and the thought-provoking anecdotes and tidbits are there to add substance and interest to

the reader.

Wish you happy reading!
The editorial board
PERSONALITY OF THE MONTH
'MAHAMANA' PANDIT MADAN MOHAN MALVIYA

'Bharat Ratna' Madan
Mohan Malaviya was a
veteran Indian statesman,
educationist and
independence activist.
Decades long political
career of Malaviya saw him
serving as President of the
(25.12.1861 - 12.11.1946) 'Indian National Congress'
four times. He is remembered as the founder of the
largest residential university of Asia and one of the
largest in the world, the 'Banaras Hindu University'
(BHU).

Malaviya was born in Allahabad, on 25 December
1861, to Pandit Baijnath and Moona Devi Malaviya.
His ancestors, known for their Sanskrit scholarship,
originally hailed from Malwa (Ujjain) in the present-
day state of Madhya Pradesh and hence came to be
known as 'Malaviyas'. Their original surname was
'Chaturvedi'.

Malaviya matriculated in 1879 from the Muir
Central College, now known as Allahabad University
and in July 1884, started his career as an assistant
master at the Govt. High School in Allahabad. In
1891, he completed his LL.B. from Allahabad

University and started practice in Allahabad
District Court and then from 1893, practised at the
High Court. He soon earned huge respect as one of
the most brilliant lawyers of the Allahabad High
Court. He gave up his legal practice when he was at
his pinnacle in 1911 on his 50th birthday so that he
could serve the nation thereafter.

This visionary had anticipated that political
independence will become meaningful only when we
mould a generation of progressive and cultured
young people. For this, a world-class university was
the need of the hour. In April 1911, Annie Besant met
Malaviya and they decided to work for a common
Hindu University in Varanasi. Thus Banaras Hindu
University (BHU) was established in 1916, through
a Parliamentary legislation, the 'B.H.U. Act 1915,
and today it remains a prominent institution of
learning in India. For almost two decades he served
as Vice Chancellor of the BHU, the university with
departments in sciences, medicine, engineering,
technology, law, agriculture, arts and performing
arts, with the strength of over 35,000 students.

Malaviya had made remarkable contribution in the
field of journalism. He was associated with various
papers and magazines in English and Hindi. He

The knowledge which is residing in the book and one's wealth which is in possession of some other person is of no

use at all. At the time of its need they will not be of any help to the person.

-Subhashitam




started many of
them and served as
their editor for
considerable
duration. A few of
them are:
'Hindustan',
'Indian Opinion’,
'Abhyudaya’, 'The
'Leader', 'Maryada'
and 'Sanatana Dharma'. He was the Chairman of
'Hindustan Times' from 1924 to 1946. His efforts
resulted in the launch of its Hindi edition named
'Hindustan Dainik' in 1936. His poems were
published under the pseudonym 'Makrand' in
'‘Harischandra Chandrika' magazine and his articles
on religious and contemporary subjects were
published in 'Hindi Pradeepa'.

Benares Hindu University building

Before Independence, Malaviya was the only leader
of the Indian National Congress who was appointed
as its President for four terms. He was an important
figure in the Non-cooperation movement. In 1928 he
joined Lala Lajpat Rai, Jawaharlal Nehru and many
others in protesting against the Simon Commission,
which had been set up by the British to consider
India's future. Malaviya was a delegate at the
Second Round Table Conference in 1931. Mahatma
Gandhi considered him to be his conscience-keeper
and called him his elder brother on public platforms.
The 'Mahamana' title was conferred on him by
Mahatma Gandhi.

Malaviya played an important
part in the removal of
untouchability and in giving
direction to the Harijan
movement. He also worked for the
eradication of caste barriers in
temples.

et Malaviya was one of the founders

of Scouting in India and became

its first Chief Scout. In 1913, he started a scouting
inspired organisation called 'All India Seva Samiti'.

It was Pandit Malaviya, who gave the slogan
'‘Satyameva Jayate' (Truth alone will triumph,) from
the Mundakopanishad as the National slogan. He
started the tradition of Aarti at 'Har ki Pauri'-
Haridwar to the sacred Ganga River, which is
performed till date.

The Indian Postal department issued stamps in his
honour in 1961 and 2011 to celebrate his 100th and
150th birth anniversaries, respectively.
Mahamana's life size portrait was unveiled in the
Central Hall of India's Parliament by the then
President of India Dr. Rajendra Prasad, and his life-
size statue was unveiled in 1961 by the then
President of India Dr. S. Radhakrishnan in front of
the BHU main gate, on the occasion of his birth
centenary.

He was posthumously conferred with 'Bharat
Ratna', India's highest civilian award, on 24
December 2014.

Sources: https:/ |www.livemint.com /

hitps:/ |www.thefamouspeople.com | profiles | madan-
mohan-malaviya-7444.php

l ARANGETRAM I

The bharatanatyam arangetram of Kumari Rithika
G.M, a student of 12th standard studying in
Bharathiya Vidya Bhavan, R S Puram was held on
25th October 2019 at the Bhavan's auditorium, with
the well-known danseuse Malavika Surukkai as the
chief guest and Chairman Sri B K Krishnaraj
Vannavarayar as the guest of honour. Rithika
received rich accolades for her exceptional
presentation of the very complex and highly
demanding items with aesthetic sensitivity. She has
been learning Bharatanatyam at Bhakti Natya
Niketan under the guidance of Smt Karuna Sagari
for the past 10 years.

Rithika, with the chief guest, guest of honour and her guru.

The rivers don't drink their own water. The trees don't eat their own fruits. The clouds that nurture the crops
don't eat them. In the same way, the wealth of kind-hearted people is meant only for helping others.

— Subhashitam




| BHAVAN'S DANCE FESTIVAL I

The 20th edition of Bhavan's dance festival was organized on the 19th and 20th of October 2019. The theme of
the festival was 'Nritya Kshetra' (Temple towns from where bharatanatyam evolved). The dance schools from
Coimbatore - 'Chitrakalalaya', 'Sri Saraswathi Kalalaya', 'Narthanam School of Dance' and Sri Abhirami
Natyalaya performed on Thanjavur, Thiruvarur, Chidambaram and Oothukkadu respectively.

On the inaugural day, Chairman Shri B.K.Krishnaraj Vanavarayar presented this year's 'Nritya Ratna' title to
Smt. Meenakshi Chittaranjan, an eminent bharatanatyam exponent of the Panadanallur tradition. The
following day, Smt Lavanya Sankar, a well-known dancer from Coimbatore was felicitated by the Bhavan for
having received the 'Kalaimamani' award from the Government of Tamil Nadu for the year 2018. Smt
Meenakshi Chittaranjan, presented a thematic concert titled Thedi Kandu Konden' - an inner quest and
realization, along with the dancers from her school, 'Kaladiksha', from Chennai.

Smt Meenakshi Chittaranjan receives this year's ‘Nritya Ratna’ Thanjavur kshetram — Chithra Kalalaya Bharathanatya
title from Chairman Shri B.K.Krishnaraj Vanavarayar. Others School; Guru - Jayachithra Santhosh Kumar
in the picture are: Shri Gurumurthy and Smt. Kalyani Sankar.

Thiruvarur kshetram — Sri Saraswathi Kalalaya ; Chidambaram Kshetram — Narthanam School of Dance;
Guru — S. Murali Guru - Thara Ramesh

"Thedi Kandu Konden' — Kaladiksha ; Guru Oothukkadu Kshetram — Sri Abirami Natyalaya; Guru
Meenakshi Chittaranjan Parimalam Venkatraman



ACTIVITIES AT RS PURAM SCHOOL

INTER - HOUSE COMPETITIONS A SESSION ON

19.10.2019 MEMORY TECHNIQUE -2.11.2019

Inter-house competitions were held on 19.10.19 for
classes 1-6 on collage making, essay writing and
jewellery making.

Resource person Smt.Samathuvarani interacts with students

A sample of the jewellery made by students

| HUMAN EXCELLENCE ORIENTATION SESSION - 19.10.19]

Human excellence sessions on 'cyber security' and
; } 'social intelligence' were held at R.S.Puram and
v W : Ajjanur schools. The resource persons were: Mr. Neil
R Kikani and Ms. Aanchal Bhatia, members of "Thalir'

‘jf.'l’ —apart of Young Indians — Coimbatore.
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Students interact affectionately with the inmates of the home. Students pose with the inmates.

Depending on what they are, our habits will either make us or break us. We become what we repeatedly do.
— Sean Covey




ACTIVITIES AT AJJANUR

DENGUE AWARENESS
PROGRAMME - 2.11.2019

Students of X, XI and XII Stds were given
“Nilavembu extract” on 2.11.2019 as a preventive
measure against Dengue and other types of fever
spread by the mosquitoes.

Participants in the competitions held in connection with
the 'Kalaiyaruvi’ cultural festival on 2.11.2019

Prncipal Smt. Maheswari looks on as a student
drinks the nilavembu kashayam

| LOVELY RANGOLIS |

On Deepavali On Children’s Day

(Rangolis — by Ms. Preethy, Art & Drawing teacher, Ajjanur school)

BREAK THE ICE ]

We use this idiom quite often when we wish to end a
conflict or initiate friendship. Do we know how it
originated?

This phrase originates from the 1580s, referring to
the carving of ice to create passages for ships on trade
routes. Oftentimes, the ships would get stuck in the
ice during the winter. The receiving country would
send small ships to 'break the ice' in order to make
way for the trade ships.

Source: hitps:/ |www.theintrepidguide.com [ english-
idioms-and-their-origins [ #.XeceU-gzbIV
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| AN UNDERSTANDING COMPANION |

A shop owner placed a sign above

" * ¥ his door that said: "Puppies for
Sale.'
Signs like this always have a
L way of attracting young

children. And, sure enough, a

boy saw the sign and approached
the owner; 'How much are you going to sell the
puppies for? he asked.

The store owner replied, 'Anywhere from $30 to $50.'

The little boy pulled out some change from his
pocket. 'T have $2.37,' he said. 'Can I please look at
them?'

The shop owner smiled and whistled. Out of the
kennel came Lady, who ran down the aisle of his shop
followed by five teeny, tiny balls of fur.

One puppy was lagging considerably behind.
Immediately the little boy singled out the lagging,
limping puppy and said, 'What's wrong with that
little dog?'

The shop owner explained that the veterinarian had
examined the little puppy and had discovered it
didn't have a hip socket. It would always limp. It
would always be lame.

The little boy became excited. 'That is the puppy that
Iwant tobuy.'

The shop owner said, 'No, you don't want to buy that
little dog. If you really want him, I'll just give him to

1

you.

The little boy got quite upset. He looked straight into
the store owner's eyes, pointing his finger, and said;

'Tdon't want you to give him to me. That little dog is
worth every bit as much as all the other dogs and I'll
pay full price. In fact, I'll give you $2.37 now, and 50
cents a month until I have him paid for.'

The shop owner countered, You really don't want to
buy this little dog. He is never going to be able to run
and jump and play with you like the other puppies.'

To his surprise, the little boy reached down and
rolled up his pant leg to reveal a badly twisted,
crippled left leg supported by a big metal brace. He
looked up at the shop owner and softly replied, 'Well,
I don't run so well myself, and the little puppy will
need someone who understands!”

Source : https:/ [ thoughtcatalog.com | january-
nelson /2018 /09 / motivational-stories |

they bless you, the giver.

Be kind whenever possible. It is always possible.

\

You cannot do kindness too soon, for you never know how soon it will be too late.

Love and kindness are never wasted. They always make a difference. They bless the one who receives them, and

Remember there's no such thing as a small act of kindness. Every act creates a ripple with no logical end.

N
- Ralph Waldo Emerson

- Barbara De Angelis

- The 14th Dalai Lama

- Scott Adam3/




[ A CHRISTMAS STORY )

“A new pastor and
his wife came to
their new church
and saw it was very
run down. They set
a goal to have
everything done in
time to have their
first service on
Christmas Eve.
When they were
just about finished,
a huge rainstorm
hit and caused a
roof leak, causing a
large area of
plaster to fall off
just behind the pulpit. The pastor cleaned up the
mess on the floor, and not knowing what else to do
but postpone the Christmas Eve service, headed
home.

“On the way, he noticed that a local business was
having a flea market type sale for charity so he
stopped in. (A flea market is a type of street market
that provides space for vendors to sell previously-
owned (second-hand) merchandise.) One of the
items was a beautiful, handmade, ivory colored,
crocheted tablecloth with exquisite work, fine colors
and a cross embroidered right in the center. He
bought it and headed back to the church. By this
time, it had started to snow and he saw an older
woman running to catch a bus. She missed it. The
pastor invited her to wait in the warm church for the
next bus. She sat in a pew while the pastor put up the
tablecloth to cover the hole.

“Then he noticed the woman walking down the
center aisle. She asked the pastor where he got the
tablecloth and whether the initials EBG were
crocheted into it. They were. These were the initials
of the woman, and she had made this tablecloth 35
years before, in Austria. The woman explained that
before the war she and her husband were well-to-do
people in Austria, but when the Nazis came, she was
forced to leave. Her husband was going to follow her
the next week. She was captured, sent to prison and
never saw her husband or her home again. The
pastor wanted to give her the tablecloth; but she
made the pastor keep it for the church. The pastor
insisted on driving her home, to the other side of
Staten Island.

“The church had a wonderful service on Christmas
Eve. At the end of the service, the pastor and his wife
greeted everyone at the door.

One older man, continued to sit in one of the pews
and stare, and the pastor wondered why he wasn't
leaving. The man asked him where he got the
tablecloth on the front wall because it was identical
to the one that his wife had made years ago when
they lived in Austria before the war. He told the
pastor how the Nazis came, how he forced his wife to
flee and that he was supposed to follow her, but he
was arrested and put in a prison. He never saw his
wife or his home again.

“The pastor asked him if he would allow him to take
him for a little ride. They drove to Staten Island and
to the same house where the pastor had taken the
woman three days earlier. He knocked on the door
and he saw the greatest Christmas reunion he could
everimagine.”

Source: https:/ |www.jacksonville.com [ reason /2016-12-
24/ fact-check-could-inspirational-story-be-true
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(We welcome suggestions and contributions from the )
readers for improving the quality and content of the
bulletin. )
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