avan BULLETIN

COIMBATORE KENDRA NOVEMBER 2019

VOLUME XXVIII No. 10

Dear reader,

This month's personality is the great industrial pioneer and staunch Gandhian Sri Jamnalal Bajaj. We have
carried an article on the passionate farmer, politician and social reformer — Sri Vellingiri Gounder in this issue,
who has done yeoman service to the residents of Coimbatore. Bhavan's Faculty of Fine Arts conducted its annual
day and the arangetram of its students who are completing their course. We are carrying photos and reports of
the event. The useful and interesting programmes at both the schools have been included as also the usual

thought-provoking articles.
Wish you happy reading!
The editorial board

PERSONALITY OF THE MONTH
JAMNALAL BAJAJ

Humanitarian, freedom fighter,
philanthropist, industrialist,
social reformer and a devoted
Mahatma Gandhi follower,
Jamnalal Bajaj was like a son to
Gandhiji.
Jamnalal Bajaj was born in
1898, into a poor Marwari
04.11.1889 - 11.02.1942 {amily, as the third son of
Kaniram and Birdibai, in a
village named Kashi Ka Bas, near Sikar, Rajasthan.
He was later adopted as a grandson by Seth
Bachhraj, a well-known and respected trader in the
British Raj. Under the guidance of his adopted
grandfather, he acquired the skills of a tradesman. In
1926, he founded what would become the Bajaj group
ofindustries.

Upon Mahatma Gandhi's return from South Africa,
Jamnalal took interest in Gandhi's way of life and his
principles. He gave up the title 'Rai Bahadur'
conferred on him by the British government and
joined the non-co-operation movement in 1921. He
also participated in the Nagpur Jhanda Satyagraha
in 1923, the Boycott of Simon Commission in 1929,
the Salt Satyagraha in 1930, and the Anti war

campaignin 1941.

As an industrialist and a businessman, Jamnalalji
was singular in enunciating for himself a strict code
of ethics. He earnestly tried to practise the Gandhian
ethic in every sphere of his life — political, social,
business and personal. This was not an easy task. In
spite of being a 'Merchant Prince', he suffered
protracted jail terms preferring a 'C' class prisoner
status and lived a lower middle class life.

Establishment of Mahila Ashram at Wardha and
Mahila Shiksha Sadan in Ajmer are living
testimonies of his earnest endeavours for women
emancipation through education. But, it was in
implementing the Constructive Programme of
Gandhiji that Jamnalalji overreached himself. As
the Founder-President of the 'Gandhi Seva Sangh'
and Chairman of the 'All-India Khaddar Board', he
undertook extensive khadi tours all over the country.
Later, he was elected a member of the Congress
Working Committee and the treasurer of Congress
in1933.

Jamanalal Bajaj was interested in initiatives such
as the removal of untouchability and the promotion
of Hindi, Khadi and village Industries. In 1925, he
was chosen treasurer of the All India Spinners

Truth is ever to be found in simplicity, and not in the multiplicity and confusion of things.

- Isaac Newton




Association. He was also
the president of the All
India Hindi Sahitya
Sammelan (literary
convention) that
promoted Hindi as the
single language to unite
all Indians. He was
instrumental in publishing Hindi magazines and
books. He initiated the Gandhi Hindi Pustak
Bhandar (bookshop) in Bombay and started the
Sasta Sahitya Mandal (publishing house). Bajaj
founded the Dakshin Bharat Hindi Prachar Sabha
(university) along with C. Rajagopalachari with the
hope of spreading the learning of Hindi across the
country.

Jamnalalji was a social reformer who walked his
talk. He abolished purdah in his own home and
opened the doors of his family-owned temple — The
Laxmi Narayan Mandir, in Wardha, for the Harijans
in 1928 (the first temple in India to do so). He began a
campaign by eating a meal with Harijans and
opening public wells to them.

He was elected chief of the Jaipur Rajya Praja
Mandal in 1938. During this period, he negotiated a
truce between the maharajas of Sikar and Jaipur.

When the Congress Working Committee informally
decided to make him the President of the Haripura
Session of the Congress which Gandhi personally
approved, he chose to pass the honour to Subhas
Chandra Bose.

Jamanalal dedicated much of his wealth to the poor,
in line with the trusteeship concept proposed by
Gandhi.

He interacted with great saints like Maharshi
Ramanar, Sri Aurobindo, Mata Anandmayee and
Sant Tukdoji.

Jamnalal Bajaj, who gave of himself completely to
the freedom movement - mind, body and soul, is
remembered for his sheer earnestness, single-
minded commitment and his ability to convert words
into deeds.

It was in fitness to the stature of Jamnalalji that the
Government of India honoured his memory by
releasing a commemorative postal stamp in 1970
and celebrated his Birth Centenary Year in 1990.
Sources : htips:/ [en.wikipedia.org /| wiki/
Jamnalal_Bajaj
http:/ www.jamnalalbajajfoundation.org/
Jjamnalalbajaj/about

TRIBUTE
Smt. V. NANAMMAL

Affectionatly called "Yoga
paatti', V. Nanammal died on
October 26, 2019. She was
just a few months away from
turning 100. Born into an
agricultural family in Zamin
Kaliapuram near Pollachi,
Nanammal was taught yoga
by her father.

v F L Credited as India's oldest

(1920 - 2019) yoga teacher, she had trained
thousands of students over the years and had
groomed more than 600 yoga instructors, including
36 from her own family. The instructors she groomed
have gone on to teach yoga in several countries.
Along with her son V. Balakrishnan, she had been
running the Ozone Yoga Centre in Bharathi Nagarin
Ganapathy since 1971.

Till recently, she had been busy touring different
countries and giving lec- dems on yoga. Her memory,
eyesight and hearing were sharp till the end, thanks
to her regular practice of Shirasasana. Nanammal
used to enliven her classes with tips on home
remedies for common ailments.

Nanammal had been honoured with 150 awards, six
national-level gold medals and the Yoga Ratna
award of the Government of Karnataka in 2014. She
also won India's National Nari Shakti Puraskar in
2016 and was awarded the country's fourth highest
civilian award — the Padma Shriin 2018.

Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan's Coimbatorte Kendra
offers its respects to the spirited lady, who was an
inspiration to many — young and old.

( We all have dreams. But in order to make dreams come into reality, it takes an awful lot of determination,

dedication, self-discipline, and effort.

- Jesse Owens }




[FACULTY OF FINE ARTS ANNUAL DAY AND ARANGETRAM 2019]

Coimbatore Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan's Faculty of
Fine Arts conducted its Annual Day and
Bharatanatyam Arangetram on 17th and 18th
October respectively. On the opening day, the
function commenced with invocatory songs rendered
by the students of the one-year Vocal Music
Certificate course. After the welcome address and
presentation of the annual report by the Director of
the Faculty of Fine Arts Dr. (Smt.) Usha Rajaram,
Chairman Shri B. K. Krishnaraj Vannavarayar
addressed the gathering and honoured the Gurus —
Shri V. Sivakumar and Smt. V. Bagyalakshmy (Vocal
Music), Ambattur Shri K. Babu (Mridangam) and
Shri J. Prabhu Ram (Veena). The Final year vocal
music students presented their performance with

FACULTY OF Fiic nkis

Final year diploma students with
the chief guest and other dignitaries

the compositions of Tyagaraja, Dikshitar, Shyama
Shastri and Swathi Thirunal. Thani Avarthanam in
Adhi talam was performed by the final-year
mridangam students, followed by a brief veena
recital by the students. Prizes and certificates
were presented by Joint Secretary Shri C. R.
Suryanarayan to the top-ranking students.

On October 18th, six students of the final-year
Bharatanatyam course presented their arangetram
with a complete Margam before a large gathering.
Shri V. Prabhakar Rao, former Global Vice
President, Siemens Medical Division, Singapore was
the chief guest. The program was conducted by Guru
Smt. Sherin George.

_— = —

Veena performance by first year diploma students




ACTIVITIES AT RS PURAM SCHOOL

‘ HUMAN EXCELLENCE ORIENTATION SESSION - 5.10.19]

Smt.B.Ramadevi addresses the students

Smt.B.Ramadevi, retired teacher of English
conducted separate sessions on 'Creative Writing' for
the students of R.S.Puram and Ajjanur. She gave
various tips for putting down one's thoughts
creatively and stressed that students should devote
at least half an hour a day to read books other than
their textbooks. She suggested that each class can
have a magazine in which the original works of the
students can be included.

[ THE 150TH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE MAHATMA - 3.10.2019]

A few models of the charkha, prepared by students

The 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi
was celebrated on 3rd October 2019. There were
speeches in English, Tamil and Hindi on the ideals of
Gandhi, his contribution towards freedom and his
principle - Satyameva Jayathe! The choir rendered
heartwarming Bhajans. An oath was administered
by the Principal on service to society through truth
and non-violence. Models of the charkha, prepared
by students were exhibited.

| NAVARATHRI KOLU |

Navarathri is celebrated every year at R S Puram
with involvement and devotion. This year, too, the
kolu had dolls representing the various aspects of
creation. Children visited the kolu and learnt about
the unique aspect of our tradition that blends beauty
with devotion. They also presented bhajans and
music.

Namasankeerthana trust conducted a district level
Bhajan competition on 11.10.19 at Ayyapan Puja
Sangam, Ramnagar, Coimbatore. Students from
reputed schools with a strong base in our culture and
tradition participated with great zeal. The students
from R S Puram B V B came out winners with their
energetic and vibrant performance.




ACTIVITIES AT AJJANUR

| GANDHI JAYANTHI - 2.10.2019 )

The choir presents the bhajans as
the dignitaries look on

| SEED BALL PREPARATION |

The Gandhi Jayanthi celebration was presided over
by Chairman Shri.B.K.Krishnaraj Vanavarayar. In
his address, he stressed the need for knowing about
great leaders like Swami Vivekananda and
Gandhiji. The programme began with a prayer by
the choir students. It comprised speeches in English
and Tamil, a key board presentation, a poem on
Bapu's message, a flute performance and rendering
of the bhajans. The "Villuppattu' presentation on
Gandhiji's life was the highlight of the programme. A
former student presented a poem in Tamil. The
programme came to an end with floral tributes to the
image of the Mahatma.

| ENGLISH OLYMPIAD |

Three students from Ajjanur school participated in
the Seed Ball Preparation programme organized by
L & T and Isha organisation at Ashokapuram
Hr.Sec.School on 5th October, 2019.

English Olympiad was conducted on 15th October
2019.31 students from classes VI to IX participated
in the Olympiad.

| MAILS DAY - 15.10.2019 |

Students listen to the explanation by the officer

15th of October is earmarked as “Mails day”. The
students of class VIII along with their class teachers
visited the R M S office (Railway Mail Service) near
Coimbatore Railway station on that day and learnt
about the processing of letters stage by stage from
posting to the delivery point. All the students were
given an inland letter and asked to write a letter to
their friends/ relatives.

( Indeed, this life is a test. It is a test of many things - of our convictions and priorities, our faith and our

faithfulness, our patience and our resilience, and in the end, our ultimate desires.

-Sheri L. Dew }




[ SHIKSHAN BHARATI COMMENDATION CERTIFICATES]

Bhavan's Shikshan Bharati Commendation
Certificates were distributed to meritorious
students who secured 90% and above marks in all
the five subjects in the SSLC Public Examinations
held in March 2019.

. - - ] ] i
A student performs bharatanatyam in front of the kolu

The auspicious nine-day Navaratri festival began
with great fervour at BVB, Ajjanur on 29th
September, 2019. Students from K.G classes to XII
visited the kolu everyday to seek the blessings of the
Almighty. Students propitiated the deities with
devotional songs and bharatanatyam performances.
Prasadham was distributed at the end of each day's
programme.

VIJAYADASHAMI |

On Vijayadashami day, the school conducted
Vidyarambham' for the fresh beginners with a
special puja to Lord Ganesha, Goddess Lakshmi and
Goddess Saraswathi. Pre K.G. children were helped
to write the letter 'Ohm' and ')’ on the paddy. Music
and dance performances were presented by the 'Fine
Arts' students. Later, students offered their respects
to their gurus.

R el
Tiny tots write their first letters on the paddy
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 CHOICE IS YOURS — HONEYBEE OR A FLY?

A honeybee flies from
flower to flower,
extracting only the
nectar without
disturbing the flower.
The mindset of a
honeybee is to seek the
essence of each flower,
even in a place filled
with garbage. Instead of giving its attention to all the
filth, it keeps its focus on finding the nectar.

In our relationships, we have much to learn from the
honeybee. It teaches us the art of focusing on the
positives and dealing appropriately with the faults in
each other. Just as the honey bee seeks nectar even in
the most unexpected of places, we can aim to seek the
positive qualities in those around us.

On the other hand, the housefly ignores the sweet
fragrance of the rose gardens and focuses on garbage

' andtrash. Itlooks for filth
. even in the tidiest of
places. This represents

f: ignore the good qualities
f/; in those around them and
i focus on their faults.
77 It is so easy to see the
faults and flaws in others. Fault finding is a habit.
The more we give in to it, the more we become
obsessed by it. In relationships, it is important to
have honest communication that focusses on
appreciating the positives while dealing with the
negativesin a gracious and constructive manner.

The choice — whether to be a Fly or a Honeybee, is
entirely yours. Positive attitude or negative? You
decide.

Source:https:/ | starofmysore.com /
choice-is-yours-honeybee-or-a-fly |
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Every day we have plenty of opportunities to get angry, stressed or offended. But what you're doing when you
indulge these negative emotions is giving something outside yourself power over your happiness. You can choose
tonotlet little things upset you. -Joel Osteen

Happiness cannot be travelled to, owned, earned, worn or consumed. Happiness is the spiritual experience of
living every minute with love, grace, and gratitude. - Denis Waitley
G J
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2e1(iBEH&HS C\FTIM) LISd FHIMefls6iT, @hTelsT DHMID GSheSemerT
FHPS5G, laUTHET HM&6ND SHHSHMSW|D, EDEUTSHDSU|LD
MEUSF], HEUNSHS (EHTEUID SHDNM) Geuevorigeornedr. HLILIEHID
SHEUTHEITITED HEU)| 5 EHTEVSHWSS ST IPLULI6TIE06m6D.

SIICUNE Sibg PTG QUbS RMHEUT SeusHllLLD, ‘@bd SHLIe6sT
2 'ugSuiled @M GewaHuNed 6123601 LDMEVLIT QUMDIHE! QBT
SeuflLd Brauget O\F6sim 2 Mmise LgsflemermemiLg E\EmeTenIeD,
ST SEWTQUILINGS STHE WOULILIT 66t FadlesmiT. HeusyiD,
SiauetT sallmnss CsLB, R ePLewL [BmDIL LIENISHns e1BSHSI5
\&HTET(®, JlHBs HMLIEENT 2 L'LIGHUTED 2 66T b LDMEVLEDIS
Gales Q\FedTDM6dT. 6TLILIQBWIT [B6TL B6T HHewevsFayHGL! LINS,
OB OTEVLM6T GenSHEMILS SHETBLILNESS, HEUEDT CUETIThING
5601 LNT&SeneuremiLis sanesTmedt.

etT DB LomeLT HeuerflLb, “f @raGs etiiLig eubSiil-" eredTm)]
GBLLIMT. AHHDS DHeuett “GHewnuiieo!” eresTmedr. LNedT et “SHLILIQ
QWETDTEd ETHNG EHTUSMSSH CHBAMMU, (PpSHedled 2 6dr
GSemremws GG et Fanenrmt. 2 LGeoT Heuedt SHeurflLLD,
“eTedTevlILLD SetT G BHHENES, L6 615N & 6T Hemas GoHL
BeuetoT(BLD- * eT6dTmY GHLLT60T.

In® &m Q\Fmeienmi, “erliLlp 2 eieliLlD GHewlr BbHsSDEHT,
SIBHGBUIMEd FHT6TT (EBMEUIPLD, 2 6oTellLGD RHSSEME. DbsCe,
Siemss Golg QeueliBu 61F6d6VMDED, 2 EHG6TEMCW CHles
65 MBgISE&TEN” eT63TN)] Safl), GEMHSHGET E1F6ITN) SWITEUTLD CIFIILI,
SpIDLNG e L.

Sources : https:/ [tamil.boldsky.com [inspiration [ short-
story | don-t-seek-knowledge-anywhere-002100.html
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- /
(We welcome suggestions and contributions from the )
readers for improving the quality and content of the
(bulletin. )
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